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Abstract

This paper aims basically to; (1) Study some economic features and
indicators related to dates production and consumption in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, during the period 1975-2000; (2) Estimation the effect of change of both
the price and the income upon dates consumption basis on Cagan's adaptive
expectation model. The study depends on secondary data during the period
1975-2000, and also depends on the econometric analysis to achieve the
desired goals.
The most important resuits of this study could be summarized as follow:

(1) The most indicators for the dates production and consumption in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the period 1975-2000 were tendency of a significant
increment, specially the cultivated area, total production, total consumption,
exports quantity and value, where these varjables tended to increase during the
mentioned period, by annual rate of growth equal to 2.93%, 3.10%, 2.92%,
3.26% and 8.29% respectively.

(2) There are a greater difference among the important dates production
regions arrangement, conceming the cultivated area and hectare productivity,
the rank correlation coefficient (Spearman) between the cultivated area and
hectare productivity is. equal -0.464 which shows that there is a negative
correlation betwsen the cultivated area and hectare productivity in the important
dates productive regions, which means that there is a clear differences and lack
of coordination within'the productive areas.

(3) There are significant differences in the hectare productivity during the period
1975-2000, while there are no differences between the productive areas at the
same time.

(4) The variations of both the retail price and the real per capita income explain
about 81.4% from the variations of the per capita dates consumption, and there
is opposite significant relationship between personal dates consumption and the
retail price, while there is a positive significant relationship between personal
dates consumption and the real personal income. The results also show that
there is a highly correlation coefficient between retail and producer prices.

{5) The coefficient of adaptive expectation is equal 0.882, that means about
88.2% of personal dates consumption level has been adjusted to the expected
level during a period of one year, That means, the adjustment period was about
1.13 years.
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