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ABSTRACT

Two field experiments were carried out during 1999/2000 and
2000/2001 seasons to investigate the effect of planting date and planting
method on seed yield and quality of onion c\". Giza 20. This study was
carried out on clay soil at the Experimental Fann of Sakha Agricultural
Research Station. Kafr EI- Sheikh. Egypt. Bulbs of onion were planted
either as a whole bulb or after removing its upper quarter with recover or
dipping method at four planting dates namely. Dec. ISlh

• Jan. 151
• Jan. ISlh

and Feb. 1st. The experiments were conducted in a split plot design with four
replications. The results can be summarized as follows:

Planting onion bulbs at the earliest planting date under this study,
(Dec. 15th

) recorded the highest values of number of sprouts and
scapeslplant. diameter of main umbel. dry weight of umbels/plant. seed
yield per plant and per feddan as well as seed germination percentage
v.ithout significant differences with the s~ond planting date (Jan. 1st) in
most cases. Seed weight/umbel and 1000-seed weight were not significantly
atfected by planting date in both seasons. On the other hand. delaying of the
planting date signiticantly increased both emergence and seed setting
percentages in the two seasons of this study.

Clipping the upper quarter of mother bulbs and planted either with
recover or dipping method resulted in a significant increase in emergence
percentage. dry weight of umbels/plant. seed yield per plant and per feddan
as well as seed germination percent in both seasons without significant
difference between them in most cases. Planting method failed to exert any
significant effect on number of sprouts and scapes/plant. diameter of main
umbel. seed weight/umbel. seed setting percent and 1000-seed weight in the
two seasons.

Planting onion bulbs at early planting dates (in Dec. 1Stir or in Jan.
lSi) with clipping the upper quarter of bulbs and planting with recover or
dipping method could be recommended to produce high onion seed yield
v.ith best quality at Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorate.
























