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ABSTI\AICI'
Fifteen Rahmany Fams aged about thNc y~ old· and welaW seq

live body weight were used toevat...ate five'~l Fati0R9 as~:
Rl- 10QG.Io berseem hay' (Bli); 1l2- ~/o BH +SOOIow~ 'iii••y_
+ WMVH); IU- tOO'.Io watermelon viae tlay (WMVH); M- tOO%
watermelonvinesitage without additives (WMVS); 1\5- tQODIO watermelon
vine silage treatied ~ 2O,/emo~tes (WMVST). ".ve~ triaD
were conductedusittg 3 rams for eath. The aNmats W4re assitJaed fIftIIomly
to feed one of tile pt:evious rations ad-ilJitum. The results indicated dtat,
WMVH was hi... <Of ash c0flttnt than BH. f,!owe\IM, BH was superior to
the other feedlCQtf1J OOIlfilerning OM, CI',EEand CFcontel1ts.~
of 50% BH with. WMVH improved most of the nutrieRt,contents of·ration as
compared to WMVH. ConservatioJ) of watermelon vine with or without
molasses as silqeincreased both CP anq aib ,contents while decrl!ll6OdCF
content compared with WMVH. However, silage was not fairly of good
quality, since theanim~s were fed silage had the lowest dry matter intake
comparing to those fed BH or WMVH ration. Moreover, substituting SOO.!o
BH with WMVH (R2) improved digestibility of OM, CF and BE but CP
digestibility decreased (P<0.05) as compared to BH (Rl). Otherwise, CP
digestibility improved in R2 compared with RJ. Digestibility of most
nutrien~s as well as TDN values were increased for WMNH (R3) coDlPUed
with the two silage rations (R4 and R5), while no significant differences of
TDN values were observed among R3 and RS. Values of OCPwere 'hijher
(P<0.05) in Rl than in both R2 and R3, but replacing 50% WMVH with BH
in R2 increased (P<0.05) DCP comparing with WMVH (R3). RumiBat pH
values were lower and VFA's concentrations werehig~r for animUs fed
WMVH than those fed WMV silages. Nitrog.en balance (NB). was 'bqJher
(P<0.05) when the animals were fed rations containing BH or W},(YH than
those fed WMVS or WMVST ration. All blood.parameters wer.e unaft'ected
by the different experimental rations and th~y were within the normal raqe
of sheep.
Key wonts: Watermelon vine, hay, silage, di~stibility, nitrogen balance,

nunenand bloodpar.ame/ers.
























