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FOKS TRADS ECONOMIC IMPORTANS FOR MEDICINAL
AND AROMATIC PLANTS

- M. A. Ali and H. R. ElKala
Agricultural Economics Research Institute.

ABSTRACT: Medicinal and aromatic plants are considered to be one of
most important plants for humans since the dawn of history. Egypt has had
been one of the pioneer countries in that vein since the Pharaohs. With the
new global trend toward the use of natural compounds instead of synthetic
drugs to avoid their side effects. That in turn led to an increase in the global
demand for medicinal and aromatic plants. Despite the high productivity of
many varieties medicinal and aromatic plants in Egypt due the availability of
all production factors, however, the limitation of planted area of such plants
in Egypt affected their production. The planted area of medicinal and
aromatic plants during the study period of 1998-2000 reached about 51,000
feddans. Its production value estimated at 0.77% of the total agricultural
production, its exports value estimated at 6% of the total agricultural exports,
and 0.8% of the total Egyptian exports during the study period. When these
results are compared to another country such as India, we see a big
difference, Indian exports of medicinal and aromatic plants are estimated at
$15 billion. Such comparison shows what Egypt could achieve in that alley,
especially when the Egyptian foreign trade balance sheet has a deficit of
LEA40 billions in the last few years.
The study aim at shedding some light on the status quo of medicinal and
aromatic plants, their geographical distribution, and the stabllity of their
exports.
_ The study handled the relative importance of medicinal and aromatic plants
exports with regards to the struesture of Egyptian exports during the period of
1985-2000. The total value of the Egyptian exports, the total value of
agricultural exports, and the total value of medicinal and aromatic plants
were illustrated. The tabulation of these data showed that the percentage of
the medicinal and aromatic plants ranged between 5% to 8% of the total
agricultural exports, and between 0.5% to 1.4% of the total national exports in
general.
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