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ABSTRACT
This study was conducted at the farm of the Faculty of Agriculture,

Sebha (Libya) and the experimental farm of Sakha, Research Station, Kafr
EI-Sheikh (Egypt) during 1998/1999 and 1999/2000 seasons, respectively.
Results indicted that Hypera brunneipennis (Boh.) (adults) exhibited two
peaks during March and May at Sebha, while they occurred in January and
April at Kafr EI-Sheikh. On the other hand, H. brunneipennis (larvae) peaked
once in March in the two tested regions. Coccinella spp. reached its
maximum in November, February and April at Sebha while it had only peak in
April at Kafr EI-Sheikh which associated with the highest peak of H.
brunneipennis (adults). Chrysoperla carnea (Steph.) and Scymnus spp. had
two peaks of abundance in November and May at Kafr EI-Sheikh, while Orius
spp. peaked once in May in the two tested regions. Paederus alfierii (Koch.)
was not observed at Sebha. Statistical analysis indicates significant positive
correlation (r = 0.416) between each of Coccinella spp., P. alfierii, true
spiders and H. brunneipennis (adults) at Kafr EI-Sheikh, while it was highly
significant positive between the same insect and Orius spp. (r = 0.473) at
Sebha. One field generation of H. brunneipennis (larvae) was detected during
a period extended from the third week of February and the fourth week of
May in both regions. Five generations for each Coccinella spp. and true
spiders were recorded during a period elapsed from November and June,
while they were one for Orius spp. in both regions and four generations of P.
alfierii between November and May at Kafr EI-Sheikh.

INTRODUCTION

Egyptian clover, Trifolium alexandrinum L. in Egypt and alfalfa,
Medicago sativa L. in Libya are subjected to the infestation of several insect
pests. The Egyptian alfalfa weevil, Hypera brunneipennis (Boheman) is one
of the most important insect pests of clover in Egypt (EI-Sufty & Boraei,
1986). This insect pest heavily infested alfalfa fields during the seasons of
spring and summer (Kotb et al., 1995). In Libya, very few studies were
reported with regard to this insect and its predators. Population fluctuations of
this pest and the associated predators on clover and alfalfa plants were
reported by Stern, 1961; Madubunyi, 1970; Van Den Bosch and Marble,
1971; Cothran et al., 1972; Ali,1980; Ali et al., 1982; Ali, 1984; Ghanim and
EI-Adl, 1988; Kotb et al., 1995; EI-Mezayyen, 1998 and EI-Mezayyen, 2001.
On the other hand, the seasonal phenology of insect numbers, the number of
generations and the level of insect abundance at any location are influenced
by the environmental factors at that location (Dent, 1991).


















