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SOME FACTORS AFFECTING VIABILITY DEGREE OF
RURAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS

Rihan. . I.; M. M. Barakat and M. A. Yehia

Rural Socmlogy&Agrlc Extension Depart. Faculty of Agric., Ain Shams
Uni., Cairo, Egypt.

ABSTRACT

In most of the developing countries, rural development strategy
empnasizes the necessity of changing the existing social organizations in
order to satisfy the basic needs felt by the majority of those residents of rural
areas.

Governmental and non-governmental rural organizations are
considered as the basic tools and pivots needed for any development effort
directed towards raising standards of living for all citizens including social,
economical, and cultural aspects within the general frame of the state policy.

The main objectives of this study were to determine rural
development organizational viability degree, and determine the gap size
between the degree of present viability and the needed, or hoped, ones for
those rural development organizations. In addition identify factors affecting
the degree of rural organizational viability.

The study sample included eleven local village units from four
Governorate: Dakahlia, Menia, Sohag and North Sinai. Six types of rural
development organizations were studied. They were: educational
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organizations, health rural unites, agricultural cooperatives, community
development organizations, youth organizations, and local village unites.
Total number of the studied organizations was 323. A random sample of
1467 was drawn from the individuals who work in those rural organizations.

A questionnaire was designed and collected using the personal
interview (after it was pre-tested) during January, February, and March 2000,
then the data were tabulated and analyzed by using the step wise regression
analysis.

The study findings showed that the six types of the rural
organizations had not enough viability to allow their employees work
effectively. Where the high category of viability represents about 35.3%,
medium category represents about 44.6%, and low category of organizations’
viability represents about 20.1%.

The findings also showed that the educationai organizations’ viability
gap size was 20.7% for the whole sample. The heaith organizations’ viability
gap size was 22.9%. Agricultural cooperatives’ viability gap size was 22.2%.
Community development organizations’ viability gap size was 22.4%. Youth
organizations' viability gap size was 23.9%, and local village unites’ viability
gap size was 23%. In general the rural developmental organizations’ viability
gap size represent about 21.8%.

The findings also showed that the important factors affecting the
degree of rural organizations’ viability were cooperation between organization
and other rural organization in the local ‘community, external coordination
between the organization and other local organizations, training courses, and
internal organizational coordination. These factors explained about 74% of
the total variance of the rural organizations’ viability.
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