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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study covering rural areas of Saudi Arabia are to: (a)
determine the perception toward fert~lity from the men's standpoint; (b) determine the
respondents' perception toward family planning and birth control processes; (c)
determine the respondents' attitudes toward fertility; and (d) determine the relationship
between the respondents' characteristics and their fertility.
The study covered 923 heads of households living in 75 villages, chosen through
random and cluster samples techniques, in six regions of Saudi Arabia. Data was
collected by personal interviews using a questionnaire developed for this purpose.
Central tendency measurements such as percentages and mean and simple
correlation coefficients were used to analyze the data.
Results indic.:lted that the respondents were in favor of having a large number of
children and most of them were against the use of birth control. A high refusal rate of
using family planning methods was recorded as well. The study concluded by
encouraging the developers and planners to be aware of this desire for large families
in order to provide the necessary services to these newcomers, who will fill the gap
when the large number of expatriate workers leave the country.

INTRODUCTION

Supporting the demand for many children is the view that they form
family assets. Such a gener~lizatjon could easily be applied to developing
countries, and particularly to rural areas of these countries. As indicated by
Johnson and Keppel (1986), the reason behind this view is the lower cost of
rearing a large number of children in rural areas as comr;ared to urban areas.
Another reason is that children are used as economic producers for the
family, whether by working on the family farm or as agricultura/laborers. Af­
Ahmadi (2003) points out that expenditure on children's toys in the USA
exceeds by three times that spent on toys in Japan. At the same time, a
single child's expenditure in Japan is sufficient to cover ten children's
expenditures in Sudan and Sierra Leone. Thus, the cost of child-rearing is
increasing as the urbanization of the country increases.

One major indication that characterizes the rural family in developing
countries is the inclination to have a large family, a decision which is always
made by men. Davis (1998) argues that in rural areas, communication
between husband and wife is reduced to a minimum-particularly with
reference to sexual topics, for the woman is supposed to have no knowledge
or initiative in such matters (Williams et a/., 2000, p. 486). Williams et at.
continue their argument by indicating that Boserup (1998) agrees that in rural
areas, the subordinate status of women is conducive to large family size.






































