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ABSTRACT

Six mares and a she donkey suffering jrom third-degree rectovestibular lacerations

had been admitted to the Surgery Clinic. Faculty ojVeterinnry Medicine. Mansoura Uni­

versity. These injuries occurred during parturition associated with dystocia.Six oj these

animals were primiparous and a mare was multiparous. Surgical correction oj these

lacerations were perfonned through a single-stage repair oj the modified Goetz tech­

nique by interrupted six-bite vertical ma([ress pattern using polydioxanone monojl/a­

ment synthetic absorbable suture material (PDS. Ethicon). Primary healing oj the recon­

structed rectovestibular shelves and perineal bodies were occurred in 6 animals

although a mare showed a remarkable anal sphincter incompetence while dehiscence

oj the reconstructed rectovestibular septum with intact perineal body was recorded in a

mare owing to sever post-operative straining resulting in a rectovestibular ftstulajorma­

tion. The obtained results indicated that surgical interference oj third-degree rectoves­

tibular lacerations should be postponed up to 5-7 weeks ajter initial injuries. Surgical

correction oj these disorders was successjilllv performed through a single slage repair

using interrupted six-btte vertical mattress sutures with PDS. The control ojvaginal and

uterine irifection as well as the supplement oj sojt diet were essential for good healing

oj the rectovestibular lacerations.

INTRODUCTION

Lacerations of the vulva and vagina result from dystocia. malposltioned fatus and abusive.

hasty or excessively forceful efforts to assist delivery by mutation. fatotomy and traction. It Is

commonly occurred in mares when the foal's front foot or nose catches the annular fold of the

hymen at the vaglnovestibular junction (Walker & Vaughan, 1980; Aanes, 1988; and Embert­

son 1990). They may vary from simple tear In the dorsal commisure of the vulva to third degree

lacerations that extend Into the rectum.
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