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SUMMARY

Infectious bursal disease virus (IBDV) serotype I

isolates result in serious economic losses to the

wprldwide poultry industry. Variant IBDV strains

are usually isolated from flocks vaccinated using

classical IBDV vaccines. Monoclonal antibody

typing has been used to differentiate between

classical and variant strains. A total of 277 bursal

samples from 13 vaccinated broiler flocks were

tested for IBDV subtypes. A panel of 4 monoclo

nal antibodies directed against VP2 epitopes was

used to test the bursal homogenates using an anti

gen-capture ELISA (AC-ELISA). Of the total

number of samples, 73.6% were IBDV-antigen

positive, of which, 41.7% were classical IBDV

and 58.3% were variant IBDV. DellE was the

predominant variant detected in the tested flocks
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(51.3% of IBDV-positive samples). Moreover,

47% of the total variants were untypeable. The

presence of variant IBDV in vaccinated Egyptian

broiler flocks demonstrates the need for a revi

sion of current control strategies and vaccination

programs.
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INTRODUCTION

Infectious bursal disease (lED) is an acute highly

contagious viral infection in young chickens. In

fectious bursal disease virus (IBDV) infections

lead to direct and indirect significant economic

losses to the worldwide poultry industry. The di

rect economic impact of IBD is due to the high
































