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SUMMARY

A total of one hundred and forty Muscovy ducks

(one day old) were used for 12 weeks to study the

effect of adding freshly onion and lor garlic to ra­

tion on blood , tissue constituents and also on

growth performance parameters. Addition of on­

ion andlor garlic lead to a significant increase in

the level of serum total protein and albumin be­

tween groups while there is a significant decrease

in serum cholesterol, total lipids , triglycerides ,

glucose and low density lipoprotein (LDL) while

thcre is a non significant changes in level of ser­

um high density Iipoprotein(HDL). Also there is a

reduction in tissue cholesterol (breast and thigh

muscles) between groups. At the same time, it

was observed that addition of fresh garlic plus on­

ion in different ratios improved growth perfor­

mance (body weight gain, feed consumption and

feed conversion ).
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, numerous studies have illustrated

that medicinal plants can be used instead of chem­

ical compounds as natural additives in animal and

poultry diets to improve the quantity and quality

of their products (Soliman et al. , 1999) .

Onion and garlic were used by Egyptian farmers

since long time ago in poultry diets because they

believed that both onion and garlic have protec­

tive effect against diseases and have valuable nu­

trient such as vitamins, minerals, essential amino

acids and essential fatty acids (Kamanna and

Chandraskhara , 1980).

Onion (Allium Cepa L.) is widely cultivated in

Egypt and used as flavouring agents an.d popular

remedy. Recently, it is suggested to usc onion in

poultry diets due to its insulin like activity which

stimulate growth (EI-Nawawi, 1991) .Moreover
































