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SUMMARY

Thirty animals (17 cows and 13 buffaloes) with

traumatic reticulo-peritonitis (TRP) and pericar

ditis (TP) and 10 apparently healthy animals (5

cows and 5 buffaloes) (control group) were in

cluded in the present study. In cases suspected to

have traumatic reticulo-pericarditis, ultrasonogra

ph¥ and pericardiocentesis for pericardial fluid

analysis were evaluated as ancillary diagnostic

aids. The obtained findings were discussed. It

was concluded that ultrasonography was the most

safest, useful, reliable and confirmatory aid in di

agnosis of traumatic reticulo-peritonitis and peri

carditis. Pericardiocentesis should also be consid

ered as the last invasive diagnostic index.
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INTRODUCTION

Traumatic reticulo-peritonitis and pdricarditis are

two common serious problems af~cting cattle

and buffaloes and have considerable economic

implications. The etiopathogenesis Of these prob

lems depend on the nature of mdallic foreign

bodies, its direction and extent of: penctration.

Perforation of the reticular wall into the perito

neal or thoracic cavities resulting in peritonitis,

abscessation, vagal indigestion, peridarditis, myo

carditis, pleuritis or other secondary disorders

(Bastawi, 1958; Khamis and Fahmy, 1976; Jen

nings, 1984; Sojka, et al., 1990; Ward and Du

charme, 1994; Misk and Semieka, 1'.000; Rados

tits, et al., 2000; Misk, et al., 2001).

Beside clinical signs encountered in :traumatic re

ticulo-peritonitis, animals with traUlhatic pericar-












































