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ABSTRACT

The study aims at: [dentify the level and degree of environmental awareness
regarding the sources of the agricultural environmental pollution including air, soil,
and water pollution, recognizing the prevailed levels of some personat and social
characteristics of farmers under investigation, determining some important factors
that affect the environmental awareness level for the investigated farmers toward
environmental agricultural pollution sources, iderm?in the factors that enforce
farmers to implement these wrong practices to get rid of the agricultural residues .
The study was conducted in Sharkia governorate since it is considered one of the
main governorates in producing different agricultural products. A random sampie
of ( 180 ) farmers and gata were collected from six villages in three districts, where

0 farmers were investigated from each village. The personal interviews method
was used to collect the cinata during the two months of january and february 2004 .
Many statistical tools were applied to analyze the including : frequences,
petcentages, weighted arithmetic mean, and Chi square to identify the significancy
of the results and the strength of the relationship as well as the fitting coefficients.

The study showed that (54.44 %) of the total sample have weak awarness
toward sources of the icultural environmental pollution, (28.89 %) have
moderate level, and (16.67 %) have hi§h awarness level. Such _results show the
h1§h environmental awareness of some farmers where the majority of the farmers
(83.33 %) have moderate or weak awarness response.

The most important variables that have significant effect on the
environmental awareness level of farmers regarding the sources of the agricultural
environmental pollution are : age, education status, size of agricultura) holding,
leadership behaviour , degree ol participation in rural organizations, civilization
opening, number of environmental information sources for the farmer, degree of
exposure for public communication means, and direction towards environmert
Rrotectioq from pollution. The study showed that profession and size of household

ave no significant effect on farmers environmental awareness regarding sources of
agricultural environmental pollution.

The most important variables that cause wrong practices of farmers to get rid
of the agricultural residues are : desire to prepare the land for plantation in the
fastest possible time (81.11 %), inavailability of alternative methods to get rid of
the agricultural residues (73.89 %), high cost of getting rid of these residues {62.22
%), and inavailability of areas to collect and store the agricultural residues (60.56
%]}. Such result shows the need of those farmers to increase extension efforts and
programs that would raise their awarness level toward the sources of agricultural
environmental pollution, the right apptication of the environmental practices and
means, and the need to avoid the problems and harms that may result from the
wrong practicies which would cause the pollution of the agricuitural environment.



