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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was two-fold: first, to determine the farmers’ knowledge of integrated
pest management practices for citrus nematode, and second, to determine the relationship between a number of
socio-economic and commumication characteristics of the respondents and the estimated degree of their
knowledge of integrated pest management practices for citrus nematode. The necessary data were coliected by
using an elaborately designed and pretested questionnaire through interviewing 109 farmers in the sclected threc
village communities representing El-Tahady area. Main statistical methods used for data analysis included:
frequencics, percentages, means, standard deviations, range, and simple correiation coefficicnt. The findings
indicated ciearly that the majority of the respondents (85%) had moderate and fow scores regarding their knowiedge
in integrated pest management practices for citrus nematode. This apparently reflects that a greater attention should be
given o0 design and implement some extension programs that provide opportunities for citras farmers to gain more
effective information about the different aspects of integrated pest management for citras nesnatode. Five independent
vanables (out of nine) were significantly and positively correlated with the dependent variable, degree of farmers'
knowiedge of integrated pest management practices for citrus nematode. Number of educational years was the

strongest positive independent variable of the dependent variable (r = 0.45), followed by citrus fam size (r = 0.33),
and farm size (r = 0.31).
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