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THE IMPACT OF IMMIGRATION IN EL-FARAFRA
OASIS ON LOCAL POPULATION BEHAVIOUR IN
COMBATING DESERTIFICATION

Ahmed, A.F,
Rural Sociology Depl.. Desert Research Center, El-Matareya. Cairo, Egypt.

The internal migration could be classified into four types, one of them
is the urban-rural migration. The study problem could be defined through the
assumption that migration has some lmpacts on social, economic, cultural
and population structure of society, Migration also has some impacts on the
available services and infrastructure, so the problem of desertification may
be increased. The study objectives were:

I- Ideniifving some personal, economic and social characteristics of
respondents.

2- identifying the impact of immigration to the study area on some socio-
economic dimensions of the original population, and its impact on
increasing desertification problem.

3- Identifying some independent variables affecting the degree of
immigration  impact on population behaviour in combating
desertification.

4- Identitying the relative importance of independent variables in explaining
the total variance of the degree of immigration impact on population
behaviour in combating desertification.

The New Valley Governorate was selected to conduct the study
because it had an increasing rates of immigration and El-Farafra area was
selected because it had the highest rate of immigration among districts and
viliages of the New Valley Governorate. El-Farafra area had about 81.3% of
the total immigrants to the Governorate. A sample of 113 respondents of El-
Farafra district total population were randomly selected {about 0.82% of the
total population of the area). The study is considered to be one of the
descriptive-analytical study and it depended on the sample survey.

The most important findings were:

According to the role of new immigrants in creating desertitication
problems, the findings showed the following:

1-  Overuse of chemicals as pesticides and fertilizers.

2-  The absence of ferlilizers recommendations.

3-  The difficulty of agricultural crops marketing,

4-  Shortage of production requirements.

5- Shortage of machine services centers and maintenance services.

6- Shortage of agricultural loans.

7-  Absence of healthy drainage.
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8- Farmer's carelessness of their lands conservation.
9-  Shortage of irrigational stations maintenance.
10- Shortage of health, education and transportation services.

According to the statistical hypotheses tests, the findings showed that:

1- There was a significant correlation relationship between the studied
independent variables and the degree of immigration impact on
population behaviour in combating desertification.

2- The degree of immigration impact on population behaviour in combating
desertification was significantly affected by six independent variables.
These variables taken together explained about 48.7% of the total
variance in the dependent variable.

There were significant differences between respondents' attitude in
following some practices before and after immigrants' arrival.
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