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SUMMARY

Farmers' Knowledge and Skills Levels in Environmentally Sound Agriculture in Adlum
Area of Saudi Arabia
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P.O. Box 2460, Riyadh 11451
Email:salsubaiee@hotmail.com

Concem about natural resources conservation is
increating worldwide, Some agricultural practices such as
inteasive use of chemicals, high consummation of water,
mono-cropping, and dcforcstation have caused natural
resources degradation. The study aims at studying the
farmers' knowledge and skills levels related to
environmentally sound agriculture and some of their
demographic chamcteristics, Also the study aims at
determining the relationships between some demographic
characteristics of the farmers and their knowledge and skills
levels in environmentally sound agriculture. The study
population consists of the 743 farmers in Adlum area of
Saudi Arabia. A candom sample representing 25% of the
population was taken. The dats were collected through
personal  interviews using  questionnaire. Descriptive
statistics (frequency  distributions, means, standard
deviations) and correlation were used to analyze the study
data.

The findings indicatc that the farmers' geneal
knowledge and skills levels related to environmentally
sound agriculture ranged from tow to moderate. The oversll
mean of farmers' knowledge was (2.6; SD = (.46} and the

overali mean of their skilis was (2.7; SD = 0.46). The highest
mean value for an item was reported for three statements in
knowledge as well as in skills level: water conservation
methods, utilization of organic manure, and rotational systems,
The lowest farmers knowledge as well as in skills level were
reporied with the statements of controliing weeds and insects
without the use of herbicides and insecticides. The study
recommended planning and executing extension programs to
enhance farmers' knowiedge and skills levels in environmentally
sound agriculture especially in controlling weeds and insects
without the use of herbicides and insecticides.

The mean age of the respondents was 53.8 years and the
agriculiure was a secondary activity for 90.3 % of them. The
findings show that 83,3% of the farmers live in urban areas. Just
over one-third of the farmers (34%) reported high school or
higher jevel of education. The findings indicate significant
relationships between some farmers characteristics and limited
statements of environmentally sound agriculture. However the
findings show no significant relationships between farmers
characteristics and their overall knowledge and skill levels in
eavironmentally sound agriculture





