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ABSTRACT

Children represent a large productive and cffective power
in tuture. Children in any society are the future actors, if we
mmvest in them on the right way and remove their obstacles.
Child labor got more attention in the international community
long time ago. The first international child agreement was
nitiated in 1919, and the last incited in1999 concerning child
abuse.

Along with international attitude, Lgyptian legislators
mitiated many laws for the protection of children. They are
trying to decrease the start age of work o 14 years, without any
hazards in work, and with maximum 6 hour work / day. In spite
of these laws the Egyptian child labor 1s still without enough
protection. The last law excluded rural chiid labor from this
protection leaving them without any medical care or social
insurance.

This paper aims to identify the level of child labor.
determine the agreement or differcnce between the level of child
labor and child social adapt, identify the most important rcasons
of chiid labor, determinc the relationship between demographic,
social and economic variables and the level of child labor. A
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of child labor, determine the relationship between demographic,
social and economic variables and the level of child labor. A
questionnaire was designed {for measuring the variables related
to research hypotheses. Sampic social survey approach was used
in the study.

The sample used in the present study was sclected from
the rural children between 12-18 vyear old regardless of their
sexual kind or educational level.

The study was conducted in Cahk village in Fayoum
Governorate .A random sample of 238 children was selected
with the help of an opinion leader in the willage. Data were
collected by using personal interviews using the pretested
structured questionnaire.

Frequencies,  Percentages,  Pearson's  Correlation
Coeflicient and Stepwise Multiple Regression were used in
analyzing the data.

The study reached the following conclusions:

* The level of child labor showed that the majority
(42.6%)} has no work, the group of low level work accounts for
13.2%, the group of intermediate work was 25.6% and the
group of high work represents 18.6% of the sample.

*There was no significant relationship between the level
of child labor and child social adaptation.

*The study shows that the most important reasons of child
tabor were: low family income, nced of independence, low
benefits of education, l[ailed in education, to help family, low
importance of education. jobless father with 23.6%, 8.1%, 7.4%,
6.6%, 4.7%, 3.9%, 3.1%, respectively.

*There are significant relationships between the level of
child labor and some of demographic, social and economic
vanables.

* Stepwise multiple regression analysis revealed the
foliowing four variables to coniribute to the total vanance in the
level of child labor: leisure time, family size, age and
educational level of the family .The aggregate contribution of
these variables represents 31% of the variables affecting the
level of child labor.
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The study recommends coordination between all
government authorities such as Ministry of Education. Youth,
and Health.. etc., which are concerned with children care to set
up strategics about children and improving their capacities
physically and mentally. More attention of decision makers is
needed about the most vanables affecting the child labor
namely: leisure time, family size, age and educational level of
the family. More studies about child Iabor in other governorates
to assurc the study results are needed.

Key words: children, community development, labor.
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