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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to determine the onion
marketing accesses used by farmers during the agricultural season
2005, also to determine the problems which faced the farmers
during marketing onion, and to determine the suggestions of
farmers to solve these problems, finally to determine the farmers
opinions about the size of onion cultivated area for the next
agricultural season 2006.

Data were collected by using a focus group discussion schedule in
October 2005. this group discussion was held in four villages in the
four selected governorates: Gharbiya, Qualyoubia, El-Fayoum and
Beny Swef.

The results of the study revealed that:

- four accesses were used by farmers in marketing onion: dealers, intermediates,
companies and direct sale to the consumers.

- The main problems which faced farmers during marketing onion were: over supply of
onion quantities in the market, and decrease of onion sale prices, increase of excluded
onions, lack of marketing extension information, and fack of proper storage.

- Tendency of formers to decrease the area cultivated with onion during the next
agricultural season 2006.

On the light of the study findings, the next recommendations were suggested:

1- Improvement of the marketing extension programs so as to include the foliowing:

- Informing farmers with the importance of establishing smali producers bonds to make
deal with the merchants with suitable scale prices.

- Convincing the farmers with the extension recommendations in the field of onion
marketing.

- Training farmers in the field of onion storage.

- Helping farmers to acquire the registrated companies and merchants and their prices.

2- Coordinating with the co-operative in order to stop merchant’s monopolization, and
make visibility studies to establish co-operative stations for garding, packing and
storing onion near its production zones.

3- Coordinating with the industrial sector in order to increase the industries based on
onion like drying and medicines.



