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THE ROLE OF CHANGING CROP PATTERN ON THE
DEMAND OF THE AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT

Osman Y.M.A

Institute of Agricultural Economic Research, Agric. Research Center

ABSTRACT

Crop pattern means ratio of the agricultural land area allocated to each
crop during the agricyltural year as this system clearifies distribution of the
area of the region on plantration all araund the year. The Egyptian agriculture
is described with the most condensive one in the wold where as plasetation is
successive on the largest part of the area more than once during the year.

The research subject is limited in the problem of unemployment in
the agricultural sector because of reduced cultivated areas with crops require
condensive human labour also after applying economic liberalization policy
which led to abolish crop pattern and it became marking, besides liberaliztion
of the relation agricultural land owner and tennant in the agricultural land. All
these factors made the agricultural employment facing the chovllenges in
using modern agricultural technology, that led to minimize the demand on
human laboer and replace mechasization in some agricultural processes,
then the prablem of unemployment increases in this sector.

The research aims to study the role of changing crop pattern on the
demand of the agricuitural employment throigh recognition of the most
important features of crop pattern and its requremont from employmont
according to the needs and the vasious cropping areas of crop pattern with
the aim of planning agriculture on the national level and on the level of the
productive unit to lead to distribution of the available economic resources
especially the available economic resoueces, especially the agricultural
employment for the optimum use model of these resources under the
available conditions and potentiaiities.

The study depended on using the method of photo changes
degradation to recogrize the effect of crop pattern changes on the
agrocultural employment. The study period was divided to two periods: the
first sepresents a period in which the crop pattern became marking (1995-
2003). The research also depended on the secondary published and
unpublished by the central Administration for Agmicultural econamy, Ministry
of agriculture land reclamation besides the studies selated to this subject.
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The most important study results:

‘Crop pattern has passed some periods, the impotant one was from 1952

to 1980, it was described with the state orientation to contral the economic
life. The period from 1961 to 1974 witnessed that the agricultural sector
endured the burden of developing the non- agricultural sectors through
direction of suplus generated from this sector on the account of its
promation the period from 1875 to 1980 was described with orientation
towands policy of economic opening to eliminate the sestrictions and that
the destortions, that had some effects on crop pattern. The period from
1981 to 1987 was oriented to market economies and also had some
effects on crop pattern, Some changes happened in the agruitaral sector
during the period 1988-1997 and witnessed deep changes in the
agricultural policy end it prepased this sector to match with the woid
changes anol the enrironment of what after GATT. For the last period from
1997 till now, the state outboity has been rduced in planning an obliged
crop pattern, it is really marking and the state tries to- carry out it by
segulatry and incentive means.

It was clear, increasing the areas with cultivated cereals crops, sugar
crops onion vegetables and aromatic and medicinal crops during the
second period and size of used employment in cearls crops, sugar crops,
onion and vegetables has increased, meanwlule it reduced in aromatic
and mecidinal crops in the some period. The cultuvated areas with lagum
crops, oil crops, fibers, fodders and harticuiture crops reduced and size of
employment used fuit crop increased while employment used fiber and
fodder crops reduced and this means that the axis of economic policy
during the second period has been oriented to in crease relative weight of
the monetary crop that have high and rapid income.

By calculating demand functions on the agricultural employment, it was
clear that the size of demand on this employment was affected severely
by the cultivated area with crops collections and not affected by the
agricltimat worker wage.

The study showed that economic liberalization policy which was inroduced
on large scale sice 1992 led to increase in the areas cultivated with
cereasls, sugar crops, vegetavies and hoticulturat crops and decrease in
fiber crops, oil crops and fodders this indicates that foed dimension is still
the strategical target of these policies to keep an agreable standard for
food security.

At last, the stuoly recommends the following:

1.

2-

Necessity of reciewing crop pattern system to raise the efficiency of using
water and land unit to inorease net income and net revenue from different
€CoNomic resorurces.

Encouraging the farmers to expand cultivation of wheat sugar beet, soya
been, sunflower crops. Policy makers can encourage the farmers to
increase culticated areas with these crops by suitable means for example
the state can buy the crogs in case of reducing prices at certain lemit or
offering subsidy to the farmers in various means such as offor fee certified
seed.

Encouraging the farmers to cultivate crops using condensed employment
such as onion, cotton and opening marketing cutlets by exporting and to
minimize the unemployment problem in the agricultural sector.
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