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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in
Alexandria province in Rural areas
on 381 sheep of different ages
distributed in four different regions
(Amryia, Borg EI-Arab, Bangar EI
Sokkar and Abis). In addition to
the routine parasitological
examination of Gimsa stained
blood rlIm which revealed 20.9°;' of
B. ovis infection, two serological
techniques were applied.

The first was the indirect
fluorescent antibody test (IFA)
which revealed an incidence of
82.1% positive cases thro ughout
the total screened sheep confirming
the above mentioned routine
parasitological Giemsa stained
bloodfllms.

The second seriological test
was the enzyme linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA)
which revealed 86.8% positive
cases. The study revealed that the
peak of aillcidence of B.ovis in sheep
was achieved in summer (87.5 and
90.6) by using IFAT and ELISA
tests. From the obtained data, it
was clear that the ELISA was more
sensitive than both IFA and blood
rom examination.

INTRODUCTION

Sheep has been known as one
of the most important livestock in
various countries because it is
considered as a good source of meat,
wool and milk. In addition, it takes
part in some medical purposes such
as seriological preparations and
manufactured surgical threads. Sheep
are hosts to both large and small
species of Babesia. Both Babesia
motasi, the large species, and
Babesia ovis, the small one,
contribute to a syndrome causing
disease and death of sheep in Egypt
(Nagaty, 1947; Abo EI-Khair, 1980
and Mahmoud, 1992).

Large Babesia spp. infective
for sheep and goat in Easter part of
Gansu province, China (Qi BaL et
aI2002).

Blood parasites of small
ruminants are known to occur in the
Mediterranean basin as well as in
other areas where the tick vector is
present (Yeruham et al., 1992) so,
ticks are Undoubtly the most
dangerous ectoparasites infecting
sheep.

Perfect diagnosis of babesiasis
is essential for successful control
measures.

This study was done on sheep
to illustrate. The more specific
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