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Abstract

The biclogy, predaceous efficacy against RhAynchophorus
ferruginous and effects of alternative food on mass production
of the naturally occurring earwig Anisolabis maritima were
investigated in Saudi Arabia. Results concerning the biology
indicated that A maritima lays its eggs in clusters. The
incubation period was 7 days. The Nymphal stage consists of
four instars and lasts for 54 - 65 days. Adults lived for an
average of 68 days and laid about 305 eggs/female .Studies
regarding performance of A martima under  semi-field
conditions showed that the release of 10, 20, 30 and 40
earwigs/tree artificially infested with R. ferruginous, reduced
infestation from 100% in control to about 50% in treated
plots. The effects of red beans, combination of date and yeast,
as well as eggs of R. ferrugimous were individually investigated
on mass production of A maritima. Although there were no
significant  differences in total life cycle, differences in number
of eggs/ female were highly significant. Red beans may be
considered as a potentially important food source for the mass
rearing of 4 maritima .





