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Abstrack

The main objectives of this study is to identify some social
and environmental determinants that make farmers reluctant to
grow oily sunflower crop in some governorates in Egypt and to
identify the problems that respondent farmers face in growing oily
sunflower crop and their suggestions to solve these problems.

Data were collected from four governorates: two
governorates in Middle Egypt (Al-Fayoum and Bane Sweif) and two
governorates in North Egypt (Al-Behera and Al-Ismailia). Four
villages representing these four governorates were selected
according to the largest cultivated area with a sunflower crop. A
purposive sample of 200 reluctant farmers was chosen. Personal
interview through questionnaires and group discussions was used
for collecting data.

Results showed that the most important reasons for
reluctance to have a sunflower crop were the low price of
delivering the crop (99.5% of the respondent farmers); the
difficulty of marketing (98.5%); and the low profit from growing
the oily sunflower crop (97.5%). Another reason for reluctance was
workers’ unwillingness to accept work growing an oily sunflower
crop (40%). In addition, the main environmental reason for
reluctance was the small size of the respondent’s agricultural
holding (85%). There was no difference between group discussions
and the respondent farmers related to the results of this study.

The two most important problems mentioned by respondent
farmers in growing oily sunflower crop were the delay of the
agricultural payable charges (100% of the respondent farmers) and
lack of appropriate storage sacks (50%). Suggestions for solving
these problems were the foliowing: companies should be given the
delayed charges whenever the farmers prepare and bring the
crops; funds should be established for equivalent oily crop prices;
and agricuitural extension programs related to oily sunflower crop
should be provided.





