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DEGREE OF POPULAR PARTICIPATION AND ITS
RELATED SOCIAL FACTORS

Hendi, Nabila A.
Department of Rural Society ~ Desert Research Center, El - Matareya Cairo, Egypt

This study aimed at the identification of popular participation
degree, defining the social and economic variables related to popular
participation, and configuring the most crucial impeding factors that may
hinder or restrict the degree of popular participation. To achieve the
objectives of this study, a field work was carried out at Al-Kasr Area,
Matrouh Governorate, Egypt. A 190-household sample was purposely
chosen from among those participating in the development projects in that
area. An appropriate questionnaire was specially built for this study, and the
anticipated responses were collected through personal interviews. The period
of primary and major data collection lasted for three months starting from
July through September 2005.

Various statistical tools were used for data analyses. These tools are
measures of descriptive statistics (average and standard deviation), Chi
square test, simple correlation coefficient, and step-wise multiple regression.

Results show that popular participation is at the medium level.
Regression analysis yielded different models for different measures of
popular participation. For attitudes toward popular participation, the three
variables of visiting service centers, satisfaction with services, and annual
income explain 18.8% of the total variance. For contribution in local
participation channels, the three variables of visiting service centers,
education level and size of animal holding explain 16.2% of the total
variance. For interest in developing the village and solving its problems, the
two variables of education level and visiting service centers explain 9% of
the total variance. For participation in development projects, the three
variables of cultural openness, educational level, and visiting service centers
explain 24% of the total variance. For the overall popular participation, the
four variables of visiting service centers, cultural openness, educational
level, and satisfaction with services explain 27.2% of the total variance. In
view of these results several recommendations were stated.
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