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ABSTRACT

Studies of myrcmcophile insects associatcd with the Egyptian ant fauna

indicate considcrable diversity and variability. Thirteen insect orders have been

recorded, Coleoptera, Homoptera, Heteroptera, Collembola, Isoptera, Diptera,

Thysannra, Psocoptera, Lepidoptera, Dennaptera, BlartoideH, Hymenoptera,

Embioptera. Thirty families have been recorded, Lyctidae, Lathridiidae, Anthicidae,

Carabidae, Chrysomelidae, Coccinellidae, Cryptophagidae, Cucnjidae, Cnrcnlionidae,

Deflnestidae, Elateridae, Histeridae, Mycetophagidae, Nitidulidae, Staphylinidae,

Tenebrionidae, Lepismatidae, Labiduridae, Sminthnridae, Entomobryidae.

Hodotennitidae, Aphididae, Coccidae, Jassidae, Membracidae, Anthocoridae,

Cydinidae, Lygaeidae, Miridae, Polyphagidae.

INTRODUCTION

In spite of the aggressive behavior ofants, they are hostile to many organisms

that can live in or near their nests and create symbiotic association with them; these

organisms are teflned as "Myrmecopltiles". Many of tilem depending to a great degree

on the ant society during a part or all of their life cycle. These myflllecophiles include

a great diversity of arthropod groups like beetles, mites, springtails, flies, bugs, wasps,

spidcrs, psendoscorpionds, woodlice, booklice, cockroaches and otilers.

Wherever ants are found, intimate symbiotic relationships are established

witi' most sap-sucking insects including aphids, mealybugs, scale insects,

treehoppers, and some lepidopterous larvae. Sugary materials secreted by these

creanlTes are taken by the ants to feed on them while the latter provide protection to

these insects. Study of tilese mymlecophiles will help in understanding the

relationships among the invenebrates in the terrestrial ecosystem and can help in

discovering new taxa. Mymlecophiles are anhropods that live in or near tile ant

nests and evolved different levels of association with ants.

Donistilorpc is on of the first pioneer myrmecologists who \\iTi!e on the

Proc. 2" Inter. Conf. Ent. Soc. Egypt, Vol. t, 2007 (207.235)




























































