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ABSTRACT

The red palm weevil, Rh.Vl1chophorus ferrugineus Oliv. is the most serious

pest of date palm trees in Egypt.Facultative and obligative feeding were carried out

under laboratory conditions.

Results of choice test showed that Mulberry.Morus albo L. and Talla,

Nerium oleander are rejected, "while Date palm and ornamental palm were the most

attractive food to the insect.

Obligative feeding of RfemJgineus larvae on wooden hosts caused

decrease in larval body weight ,which larvae fed on Sespan. S. omleala and

Casuarina, C. equiseli{alia L. reached 6.44 and 5.16 mg/larva.comparing

withI8.10mgllarva, when larvae fed on ornamental palm trees.

The fresh bark of sespan, tamarack, casuarinas, Egyptian willow and

mulberry were accepted food. Injured site and interior tissues of ornamental palm.

date palm and Oleander plant were preferred, while all parts of mulberry trees were

favourable food to the larvae The results showed that the tested wooden plants not

preferable as food and affected the biology of Rhynchophorus [errugineus larvae

INTRODUCTION

The red palm weevil, RhynchopllOrus [errugineus Olivier is the most

destmctive insect pest amongst all the arthropod pests. A heavily infested palm trees

become hollow and fall on the ground. It is rather difficult to detect the infestatiou of

this pest. R. [errugineus in the initial stage but noticed in advanced stage. the loss

caused is irreparable (Dhamo, 1975). Since laner decade of twentieth century, red

palm weevil, R. ferrugineus olivo Had become a serious pest of date palm, Phoenix

dactyle[era Linn. In Egypt.

Proc. 2"' Inter. Conf. Ent Soc. E£VlJt, Vol. L 2007 (277-285)




















