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ABSTRACT

The wheat variety Sids I was cultivated iu three different sowing dates

(Early, I November, Recouuneuded, 15 November and Late, 1 December) in order

to detennine the relationship between the plant growth stages of wheat and the

population of cereal aphids Rhopalosiphl/m padi L., R. maidis (F.) and Schizaphis

gramilll/m (Rondani) during two successive wheat growing seasons, 2004 and 2005.

Also, damage to wheat plants caused by cereal aphids was detennined under these

sowing dates. It was found that cereal aphid complex started to infest the early

sowing date (I November) in the first week of January (ZGS 30) whereas, the

recommended (15 November) and late (I December) sowing dates were infested two

(ZGS 28) and third weeks later (ZGS 26). The population of cereal aphids on all

plots increased gradually and reached their peaks at the end of February and

begimling of March. The maximUIll population of cereal aphid complex on the

plants in the first sowing date occurred when these plants were in the mamre stage

(ZGS 60). Contrary to that, the peak of cereal aphids was recorded on the plants of

the second and third sowing dates when these plants were at the earlier growth stage

(ZGS 45 & 39, respectively). Statistical analysis generally, showed that the wheat

plants in the first sowing date had the lowest number of aphids with an average

436.66 aphids / tiller followed by the late sowing date, I December (598.93), The

average number of aphids in the recommended (15 November) sowing date had

higher number with an average of 884.74, The reductions due to aphid infestatiou in

the yield were 15,02,20.28 and 21.96% in U,e three planting dates, respectively. It is

clear that plants in the early sowing date (first of November) produced the higher

yield and exhibited lower reduction of the grain yield due to aphid infestation

comparing wiU, those of the other two planting dates.
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