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ABSTRACT

Twelve species of Tepbritidae are identified and recorded from a variety of

localities in Saudi Arabia. Three species are recorded for the first time. Biological

infornlation, distribution and taxonomic remarks have been given.

INTRODUCTION

The family Tepbritidae (the true fruit flies) is a member of the superfamily

Tephritoidea within the Diptera order (Colless and McAlpine 1991). Tephritidae is a

large family. it contains more than 4500 species. about 100 of them of economic

important (White and Elson-Harris. 1992; Merz and Dawah 2005). The species of

Tephritidae can be recognized as the wings are normally banded or pictured and the

vein subcosta sharply angled (Chinery 1986). Species ofTephritidae are pests onlh,it.

flowers. seeds. leaves. stem and root tissue (White and Elson-Harris. 1992: Merz and

Dawah 2005). On the positive side seventeen species ofTephritidae have been used in

the biological control of noxious weeds (e.g.. thistles and knapweed) (Van Driesche

and Bellows. 1996). Recently, Merz and Dawah (2005) described a new genus, six

new species ofTephritidae and recorded 40 new records for Saudi Arabia. AI-Ahmadi

& Salem (1999) listed 12 species of Tepbritidae in Saudi Arabia. Freidberg and

Kugler (1989) recorded six species from Saudi Arabia. In addition to this four species

listed in various pUblications. Therefore, the total mnuber of Tephritidae recorded

from Saudi Arabia is sixty six. Merz and Dawah (2005) smdy has markedly increased

the knowledge of the distribution and taxonomy of fruit flies in Saudi Arabia.

However, the results of their study stem from the samples of Tepltritidae collected by

Professor Dawah from the Aseer area of the South West. The aim of tlIis paper is to

present our investigation on Tephritidae samples collected from different parts of

Saudi Arabia-mainly arOlmd Riyadh.
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