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ABSTRACT

This work was carried out at Sakha Agricultural Research Station, during the
summer seasons of 2004 and 2005 on cowpea. The main objective of this research
was o evaluate three cultivars (Kaha-1, Kafr EI-Sheikh-1 and Dokki-331) and new
supenor line {A7) of cowpea under three nitrogen fertilizer levels (15 30 and 45 kg N
fed.”) and two plant populations {(60.000 and 120.000 plant fed. . A split-split plot in
a randomized complete blocks design with four replicates was used. Results are
summarized as follow:

Dokki-331 cv. surpassed the other genotypes in plant height, number of ieaves
p‘am’ number of branches piant and ‘eaf area plant’. However Kaha-1 cv.
produced the lowest values of vegetative traits in both seasons. The Kafr El-Sheikh-4
cv. surpassed in number of peduncle of pods plant in both seasons. Moreover seed
yield and its components, i.e., seed yield fed™, number of pods plant', number of
seeds per pod and weight of 100‘seeds the lien A; surpassed the other genotypes
foflowed by Kafr El-Sheikh-1 cv. However, Dokki-331 cv. produced the lowest seed
yield and yield components in both seasons. In addition, the lien A; surpassed in leafs
chiorophyll and seed's protein content.

Less plant density improved vegetative growth characters, as well as yield
components and increased leaf contents of chlorophyll and seed content of protein.
While, seed yield were increased as a sequence of increasing plant population in both
$easons.

The resuits indicated that increas‘mg applied N rate up to 45 kg N fed.” was
accompanied with significant increases in vegetatwe growth characters, meanwh:le
increased number of peduncle of pods plant’ with the application of 30 kg N feddan™.
Moreover, seed yieid and its components were increased as a sequence of increasing
N level up to 45 kg N fed.”, also, leaf's chlorophyli and seed's protein content
positively and significantly reflected.

INTRODUCTION

Cowpea [Vigna unguiculala (L.) Walp] is one of the important
vegetable legumes due to its high protein content, heat tolerant, low fertilizer
requirements and it can gridge easily in the new reclaimed lands. The new
cowpea cultivars Kaha-1 and Kafr El-Sheikh-1 are short growth period, an
erect and determinate growth habit and resistance to lodging (Metwally et al.,
1998a and Masoud, 2002} and A; line is similar in these characters (Badr and
Masoud, 2004). Therefore, their vegetative growth are bush and smalit
(Metwally et al, 1998a). This character gave the chance for increasing
cowpea density and possibility of using fertilization. Nitrogen fertilizer, plant
population and cultivar are important factors affecting yield and its quality of
cowpea. Application of nitrogen fertilizers increased vegetative growth
characters as well as vield and its components of cowpea (El-Waraky, 1996,
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Knany et al., 2002 and E!-Bably & El-Waraky, 2008). In the semi-arid region,
soil is inherently poor in nitrogen due to fast degradation of organic matter
and some nitrogen fertilization is usually required. Afifi ef af, 1989 and Ei-
Waraky & Kasem, 2007), found that cowpea plants fertilized with 30 kg N
fed." produced the greatest pod yield, number of pods per plant, seed
number per pod and 100-seed weight. Also, increasing nitrogen level up to 40
kg N fed.”, gradually increased cowpea piants growth, yield and its
components (Ei-Bably and El-Waraky, 2006). However, the excessive use of
nitrogen fertilizers represents the major cost of crop production and creates
poliution of agroecosystem (Fisher and Richter 1984).

Increasing ptant population increased seed yield of cowpea {Saleh et
al., 1980, Jallow, 1985, El-Zawily et al., 1993; Metwally ef a/, 1998b and
Masoud, 2002). Therefore, the high density of cultivation in such varieties are
needed. Thus, the main objective of this research was to evaluate the three
cultivars of cowpea, i.e. Kaha-1, Kafr El-Sheikh-1 and Dokki-331 as well as
the new superior line (A7) under three nitrogen fertilizer levels and two plant
population to known the suitable cultivar, nitrogen fertilizer level and density
for maximum seed yieid. '

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This work was carried out at Sakha Agricultural Research Station,
during the summer seasons of 2004 and 2005. Two field experiments were
conduced to clarify the effects of cultivars, under different nitrogen tevels and
plant populalions, on vegetative growth characters, seed production and seed
guality of cowpea. The soil in this station has a clay texture (some properties
of the experimentai soil are presented in Table 1).

Table (1): Some characteristics of the experimental soils.
Mechanical analysis EC™ | OM Availabie elements ppm
Season; Sand | Silt | Clay {Texture| pH* 1 o

", % % dSm % N P K

1 12165 | 2514 | 5321 Clay | 8.05 | 21 | 170 | 22 61 1 280
2™ 1247226111497 | Clay | 821 | 24 | 160 | 19 58 | 214

*1: 2.5 soil: water suspension.
** Soil past extract

Two plant poputations, 60.000 plants fed.” (so1wir|g on one side of

ridge with 20 cm between hills this making 15 plants m® ) and 120.000 plants
fed.”' (sowing on two side of ridge with 20 cm between hills this making 30

-1
plants m? ). Each hill was allowed to have two plants. Three nitrogen levels
15, 30 and 45 kg N fed.”. Nitrogen fertilizer, in the form of ammonium
sulphate (20.5% N}, was applied to the soil as one dose before the first
irrigation (21 days after sowing} according to soil analysis the experimentai
soil had enough values of phosphorus (6.1 and 5.8 ppm) thus no phosphorus
fertilizer was added. Four genotypes of cowpea (3 cuitivars and one mutant)
were used. The cultivars were Kaha-1, Kafr E-Sheikh-1 and Dokki-331 and
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one mutant was A;. The A; mutant was the superior mutant of the fifth
generation (M5} after exposing to gamma-radiation. This inbred line was
seiected in Horticulture Department Facuity of Agriculture at Kafr E-Sheikh.
All genotypes of cowpea belong to Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp. In all
reatment cowpea seeds were inoculated by an effective strain of Rhizobium
bacteria just before sowing. The sowing dates were 5 and 10 of May in the
first and second seasons, respectively.

Tre experiments were conducted using split-spiit plot system in a
randomized complete block design, with four replications. The iwo plant
ropulations were assigned for the main plots. The three nitrogen fertifizer
evels were used in the sub-plots, whereas the four genotypes of cowpea
were in the sub-sub plots. Therefore, this experiment included 24 treatments
«hich were the combinations of two plant populations, three nitrogen fertilizer
rreatmenis and four genotypes of cowpea. The experimental plot contained 4
ridges, 8§ m in long and 0.6 m in width, comprising an area of 14.4 m*. The
other recommended agricultural practices were used.,

After 45 days from sowing the following data were recorded:

1. Chiorophyll content of leaves measured by the SPAD-501, a portable leaf

chiorophyfi meter (Minolta) (Marquard and Timpton, 1987) on the recently

fully expanded leaf,

Vegetative traits, i.e., plant height, number of leaves per plant, number of

branches per plant, leaf area per plant and peduncle of pods per plant.

3. After harvest seed yield and its components, i.e., seed yield kg per fed.,
number of pods per plant, number of seeds per pod, pod length, seed
index (weight of 100 seeds) and protein were determined.

Data were subjected to the combined analysis as described by
Snedecor and Cochran (1980). The treatment means were compared
according to Duncan's multiple range test (Duncan, 1955),

Samples were oven dried, crashed and digested using sulphuric +
perchloric acid methods according to Cottenie et al. {1982). Nitrogen in the
digested seeds was determined by micro-kjeldahl method according to
Jackson (1958), also nitrogen content of cowpea seeds was muitiplied by a
factor of 6.25 to calculate the crude protein content. Soil samples were
collected before sowing air dried, finely ground for chemical and mechanical
analysis according to Jackson {1958).

!\)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

I. Vegetative growth characters:
a.Effect of genotypes:

Data presented in Table (2) and Fig. (1) show that Dokki-331 cv.
produced the highest values of plant height, number of leaves plant’, number
of branches plant’ and leaf area plant’ followed hy Kafr El-Sheikh-1 cv.
While Kaha-1 cv. produced the lowest values, and the differences were highly
significant in both seasons. On the other hand, mutant A; produced the
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highest values of chlorophyll content and number of peduncle of pods plant”
in both seasons. However, Dokki-331 cv. produced the lowest values. The
differences between values were significant in both seasons.

in this respect, Remison (1980), Morsy (1986), Metwally ef al
(1998a), El-Kassas and Metwally (1999) and Masoud (2002), the fnund an
cowpea, that plant height, number of leaves and branches plant’ and leaf
area plant” were mainly different due to genotypes.

A7 ¥ Kaha-1 : Kafr El-Sheikh-1

Fig. (1):Plant growth habit for studied genotypes.

h.Eifect of piant population:

Cata presented in Table (2} show that all vegetative traits, i.e. plant
height, number of leaves plant”, number of branches plant”, leaf area plant”,
chiorophyil content and number of peduncle of pods plant” were affected by
plant density. Plants grown under low density (60.000 plants fed.”) were
bigger than those grown under high density (120.000 plants fed.”). The
differences were significant in both seasons. The results may reasonably be
explained as the higher than planting density the more competition between
plants for nutrients, light and water. Lower density for plant gave the chance
for more branching and correspondingly more leaves can be born by the
increased number of branches plant”. This resulis are agree with those
obtained by Abd El-Rahman et al,, 1983; Morsy, 1986 and Masoud, 2002,

C.Effect of nitrogen levels:

Data presented in Table (2) showed that in all growth parameters
were significantly affected by increasing rate of nitrogen fertilization in both
growing seasons, the highest nitrcgen fertilization rate gave the tallest planls
the highest number of leaves plant”, branches plant”, leaf area plant”
well as the higher chlorophyll content.
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Table (2): Effect of genotypes, plant population and nitrogen fertilizer levels on cowpea vegetative growth
characters in 2004 and 2005 seasons.

Plant height No. of leaves | No. of branches | Leaf area plant™ Chlorr:gh)ﬂ: No. of peduncie
Treatments (cm) piant” plant™ (dm?) conte‘:unﬂ PAD | " f pods plant™
™ ] P ‘—n—‘r—m—1 2 TR T Vi 1™ l : :?_ﬁd“‘ - 1 _L 27 1 l Cha
- Genotypes (G) -
Ay 499c¢ { 440c { 21.0c | 19.5¢c | 28¢c 22¢ [ 12388b | 11484c | 521a | 50.8a 89b 75a
Kaha-1 452d } 403d | 197d | 175d ; 26d 19d 11844 c | 10779d | 51.1b | 50.0b 84c¢ 69b
Kafr El-Sheikh-1 65.3b { 57.7b | 2565b | 220b | 3.0b 25b [ 13493a | 1204.0b 3 509b [ 495bc| 93a 75a
Dokki-331 682a 1627a | 27.7a | 239a | 33a | 27a j13488a | 12206a | 498c | 488¢ 7.7d 6.1c
F‘tBSt o '™ o % P { - o - - ok ' *té-_] ke ]
Plant population (plant fed. ™) (P}
60.000 546b { 491b ! 249a | 221a ] 33a 25a |13657al11940a| 527a | 615a | 101 a 75a
120.000 58.7a | 533a | 221b [ 194b | 26pb | 21b | 11948b [ 11315b| 493b | 48.1Db 71b 65b
F“test . *h ”‘_--W-a LTl * % wh ok [ e L “_:““—-N‘ *w ok e *k
N levels (kg N fed.” ) (F) )
15 51.6746.:“: 209¢c | 185¢c | 25¢c | 20c | 11848c | 11060c | 495¢ | 484c | 7.2¢ | 65¢
30 576b 1 511b [ 236b | 21.0b | 30b 23b | 12578b | 1163.0b{ 51.0b | 49.7Db 96a 75a
45 623a {561a | 250a[228a | 33a 26a [ 13984a|12192a 526a | 513a | 89b 70b
F-test | "k _Li_‘:f_' -[ P ak W;t B k”:; ) Wﬁ:‘ﬁ_ B 7:7. . 77[_ 7 "___7 o ] " i
- - Interactions L

GxP N.S * T NS [ NS | NS | NS . - N.S NS | *
GxF N.S b i N.S N.S N.S - N.S b N.S . N.S
PxF N.S N.S N.S N.S * N.S s N.S N.S N.S - b
GXxPxF N.S N.S N.S N.S N.S NS | “ N.S * N.S - N.S

Means designated by the same letter at each column are not significantly different at the 0.05 level, according to Duncan's Muitipie Range Test.
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While, the highest mean values of number of peduncle of pods were obtained
from the application of 30 kg N fed.”, whereas 15 kg nitrogen rate produce
the lowest value of each character. The positive results of the added N
effects could be related to the important role of nitrogen and its vital
contribution to several biachemical processes in the plant, related to growth
(Marscher, 1986) and to its role in assimilating the photosynthetic reaction.
Furthermore, plants with high nitrogen contents had higher levels of
indigenous auxin and high gibberellin activity (Rajagopal and Rao, 1974). The
present results matched well with those obtained by Knany et al. (2002), El-
Bably and El-Waraky (2006), and El-Waraky and Kasem (2007) on cowpes,
Shiboob (2000} on bean and Bin Ishag (2002} on pea.

d.Effect of genotypes and plant popuiation interaction:

Data presented in Table (3) show that the interaction between
cowpea genotypes and piant poputation significantly affected plant height in.
the second season and high significantly affected leaf area plant” and
number of peduncle of pods piant'1 in both seasons. Dokki-331 cv. and Kafr
El-Sheikh-1 cv. had the higher values of plant height and leaf area plant’ and
low density (60.00 plants fed.™). Also, it had high significant effect on number
of peduncle of pods plant” where the highest values of 11.9 and 8.5 were
obtained with Kafr El-Sheikh-1 as cowpea cultivar and fow density {60.C00
plants fed."). These results are agree with those obtained by Masoud (2002).

e.Effect of genotypes and nitrogen fertilizer levels interaction:

Data tabulated in Table (4) show that the interaction between
genotypes and nitrogen rates high significantly affected plant height in the
second season and high significantly affected number of leaves
plant'j, leaf area plant™, chiorophyll content and number of peduncle of pods
piant in the first seasons. Dokki-331 cv. had the higher values of plant
height, number of leaves plant’ and leaf area plant’ and 45 kg N fed."
followed by Kafr El-Sheikh-1 ¢v. On the other hand, mutant A; produced the
highest values of chlorophyll content with 45 kg N/ fed.”" followed by Kaha-1
¢cv. Concerning the number of peduncle of pods plant’ Kafr EI-Sheikh-1 cv.
and mutant A; produced the largest number of peduncle of pods plant” and
30 kg N fed.”", while, Dokki-331 cv. produced the lowest value of number of
peduncle of pods plant”’. These results are in agreement with those obtained
by Knany et al. (2002) .

f.Effect of plant population and nitrogen fertilizer levels interaction:

Data of Table (5) show that plant density and nitrogen rates
interaction significantly affected number of branches plant’ and leaf area
plant” in the first season and high significantly affected number of peduncle
of pods plant”! in both seasons. Plants grown under low density (60.000 plant
fed.) had the higher values of number of branches plant’ and leaf area
plant‘j and 45 kg N fed.”. The highest values of number of peduncle of pods
plant’ of 12.2 and 8.1 were obtained with low density (60.000 plant fed.™}
and 30 kg N fed.” in the first and second seasons, respectively.
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Table (3):

Effect of genotypes and plant population interaction on cowpea vegetative growth characters in 2004 and

2005 seasons.

e _ 60.000 plant fed.” 120.000 piant fed.”™ R
Genotypes Plant height tLeaf area plant " I "No. of peduncie Piant height Leaf area 2;.)Iant'1 No. of paduncle
| {cm) (dm ) plant (em) (dm?) glant
S B i ™ 2™ T T 2™ 2™ 1 2 11 2™
A; 46.7 421e [1306.2cl1175.1bc 9.9b | 81D 53.0 46.0d (11714ej1121.7d| 79e 6.9 cd
Kaha-1 ] 43.0 38.9f [12389d|10989e| 95¢ 71c¢ 475 AM1.7e [ 11299 1057.0f 74f¢ 6.7 de
gagk‘?"S“e“‘M 632 | S54c |14602b;12458a| 119a | 85g | 674 | 600b |12384d|11622c| 6.8g | 6.5ef
okki-331 65.5 59.8 b [1457.3a]1256.0al 91d 64f 70.8 65.6 a | 1240.2d 1185.2 bl 6.2h 5.9 g
F tBSt N S "k *x > L1 N S ] ik L3

e I
Means designated by the same |etter at each column are not significantly different at the 0.05 level, according to Duncan's Multiple Range Test.

Table (4):Effect of genotypes and nitrogen fertilizer levels interaction on cowpea vegetative growth characters in
2004 and 2005 seasons.

Plant height 1] 4, 2 | Chlorophyt content No. of peduncle
Gonotypes |\ joyer fem) No.ofleaves plant” | Leat area plant” (ém’) | MGG of pods plant”

kg N fed.” 1= gnd = omd r 1 o 1= gnd 4% gnd

T 15 ] 436 | ssgyg 191g 175 ] 11861.1d | 1083.4 501e | 493 7.4 de 8.9 |
7 30 49.6 43.6f 21.21% 19.5 1228.7 ¢ 1146.7 51.7 cd 51.0 98b 8.1
- 45 56.3 497 e 27e 21.7 1326.60 | 1215.1 545a | 522 9.6b 76
15 36.6h 17.9h 15.6 1112.5e 1020.3 49.7 e 48.3 7.0ef 6.4
aha-1 3ac 404 g 199¢g 18.0 1188.0 d 1082.6 51.2d 50.0 9.5b 7.4
45 44.0 f 21.4f 19.0 12527 ¢ 1131.0 525h 51,8 88c 5.9
W afr Eq 15 83.5d 223 ef 19.8 12333 ¢ 1153.8 496 e 481 7.8d 7.1
Sheikh-1 30 57.8¢ 255¢ 22.4 1313.7b 1203.8 51.3d 49.4 104 a 8.0
45 62.1b 286b { 240 1500.8a | 125486 52.1 bg 51.2 agb 7.6
15 56.5¢c 24.3d 21.2 12325e 1166.5 485¢ 480 671 58
Dokki-331 30 628b 279b 24.0 1300.6 b 12191 497 e 48.7 B86¢c 6.5
45 6892 | 309a | 267 | 151324 12762 | 513d | 500 | 7.7d 6.1
Fest ) [ = [ N8 NS T NS - N.S

Means designated by the same letter at each column are not significantly different at the 0.05 level, according to Duncan's Multiple Range Test.
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li.Seed yield and its components:
a.Effect of genotypes:

Data in Table ( 1) generally indicated that mutant A;, significantly,
increased seed yield fed.”, number of pods plant’, number of seeds per pod,
weight of 100-seeds and seed crude protein content, in both seasons, as
compared with Kaha-1 cv., Kafr El-Sheikh-1 c.v and Dokki-331 cv. The
differences were highly significant in both seasons. Concerning, the pod
length Kafr El-Sheikh-1 cv. produced the highest value of pod length, while,
Kaha-1 c.v. produced the lowest value of pod length. On the other hand,
Dokki-331 c.v produced the lowest seed vield and yield components in both
seasons. Seed yield in cowpea is determined by three major vyield
components; i.e., number of pods plant”, number of seeds pod™' and average
seed weight. The superiority of the mutant A; compared with the other
genotypes is due to their higher number of pods plant”, higher number of
seed pod and higher weight of 100-seed compared with other genotypes. in
this concern, Afolabi (1980), on cowpea, found that seed yield was strongly
affected by number of pods plant which was carried due to variety. These
results are in harmony with those of Morsy {1986}, Metwally et a/. (1998 a,b),
El-Kassas and Metwally (1999) and Masoud (2002} working on different
varieties of cowpea. They reported that seed yield component were fairly
stable with cultivar specially.
b.Effect of piant population:

Data presented in Table (6) show that cowpea plants grown at high
plant density {120.000 plants fed.”) produced the highest seed vyield, ie.,
1657 and 1423 kg fed.” in the first and second seasons, respectively. On the
other hand, cowpea piants grown at low plant denSIty (60.000 plants fed. ")
produced the highest values of number of pods plant”, number of seeds pod’

. pod length, weight of 100-seeds and seed crude protein content while,
cowpea:plants grown under high plant density produced the lowest values.
The differences were significant in both seasons In this respect, many
investigators reported that seed yield per feddan significantly increased as
plant density increased. Saleh ef al. (1980), on cowpea, found that less
crowded plants led to higher seed yieid per plant but lower seed yield per
feddan. Morsy (1986), Metwaily ef al(1998b) and Masoud (2002), on
cowpea, reported that the higher seed vield were ohtained from high plant
popuiation per feddan, .
c.Effect of nitrogen levels:

Data in Table {6) generally indicated that nitrogen fertmzahon with 30
and 45 kg N fed.” mgnlflcantly increased seed yield fed.”, number of pods
plant”, number of seeds pod”, weight of 100-seeds and seed crude protein
content in the both seasons, as compared with 15 kg N fed.”, whereas 30
and 45 kg N levels had approximately the same effect, this due to the soil
contain 22 and 19 kg available N fed.” in the first and second seasons,
respectively that complete the needed values of N required to cowpea with 30
kg N, while this values with 45 kg N was increase than the needed (Table 1),
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Table (5):

2004 and 2005 seasons.

N levels

60.000 plant fed.”

Effect of plant population and nitrogen fertilizer levels interaction on cowpea vegetative growth characters in

"120.000 plant fed. "

(kg Nifed.™ " No. of Leaf area, No. of pé‘ddfricl?' No. of Leaf area plant " No. of peduncie 1
= br1anches plazﬂ}r 1;;!am (dmz%r c:f‘POds pla;:? bl;anches ple;r:t - (dm? - of gods g!arznt
15 28d 22 1227.5d ] 11344 82c | 68c 25e 1.8 1142.1 ¢ | 10776 6.2 e 62e
30 34b 25 13321b 1 11944 122 a 81a 25e 2.1 11834e| 11317 7.04d 68¢c
| 45 36a 2.8 1537.4a; 1253.2 10.0b 7.6b 3.0¢c 25 1259.4¢c | 11853 8.0c 685d
F-test * NS T} NS . [~ o M ! NS ') NS ITY 1T

Means designated by the same letter at each column are not significantly different at the 0.05 level, according to Duncan's Multiple Range Test.

Table (6): Effect of genotypes, plant population and nitrogen fertitizer levels on seead yield and its compoenents of cowpea
plants in 2004 and 2005 seasons. .
Treatments Seed yield No. of No. of Pod length 100-seed weight Crude protein
fed.” ods plant” seeds pod™ {cm) o,
1 2 1 2 1 [ 2@ 1 & T 2" 1 & [ 2
: __Genotypes (G}
A; 17135a | 1491.5a | '133a 130a 1023 97b 129¢ 126Db 149a 143a tBda 178a
Kaha-1 15153¢c | 12955¢ 13.0b 122h 1010 96b 1264 126b 136d 13.0d 178b 17.4b
Katr El-Sheikh-1 163250 { 13775b 133a 1206 102a 99a 1442 137a 145b 1400 18.2a 175b
Dokki-331 11015d | 8970d 108¢ 108¢ 87b 80¢ 139 h 129b 130¢ 133¢ 175¢ 17.2¢
~ Ftesl m - s = T W e .. —
. R " Plant population {plant fed ) (F) —
- 60.000 13241b | 1107.0b 146a | 133a 10Waa 99a 13.7a 13.1a 1442 128a 188a 181a
o 120600 16573 a !Mmzssa 106b 100b I $.2b 87t | 132b | 128n 1400 13.4b T 1740 16.8b
__W_E-lest P - - - e 1 . __ -_7 Ln,- . _-.”_ o n —L P *
N levels (kg N fed.™) (F) B
15 13324b | 11098¢ 1M7c 109¢ 95b 90D 1316 127¢ 141 134b | 7ic 170b
30 1501.7a | 131650 ] 134a 12.2a 99a 9.4 ab 1362 1300 14,3 13.7 a 176b 17.4b
45 15480a | 137082 127Db 119b 99a 96 , 1374 132a | 143 13.88 88a 180a
F-test b b e w we 1 e . T - 7/”7-‘4 NS Ty T o
o o ___Interactions e
- GxP ) ] ax T T F“T‘"—* e e NS i A NS - -T
GxF NS NS NS N.S NS M.S - N.S NS N.S .
PxF = . NS NS NS NS .- -
e GxPxF NS N.S | NS I N5 | NS NS - NS NS NS :

Means designated birhthe same letter at each column are not sngmflcantiy different at the 0.05 ievel, accord'ng to Duncan's Multlpla Rar\ge Test.
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The obtained increments in the seed yield as a result of N application might
be directly attributed to the increase of pod number per plant, number of
seeds per pod and weight of 100-seed. These results seemed to be in
accordance with those reported by Edij ef al. {1975), who found that seed
yield of bean and its components were significantly increased with increasing
nitrogen rates from 40 to 200 kg N ha™. Also, Nassar and El-Masry (1989)
observed significant increases in seed yield with nitrogen application up to
160 kg fed.”, meanwhile, Bin Ishag (2002) found that the soil application of N
at the rate of 40 or 60 kg fed.”’ gave the highest mean values of pea dry seed
yield. The later reported that the increase in seed yield to be related to the
increments on number of pods plant” rather than to increase in weight of
seeds pod”. Lau and Stephenson (1993) explained the increase in seed
yield, as a resull of N fertilization, on the basis that the pollen produced by
plants in high nitrogen treatment sired significantly more seeds than the
pollen from low nitrogen plants. Similar results on cowpea were recorded by
Morsy (1986), Knany et al. (2002), El-Bably and El-Waraky, 2006 and EI-
Waraky and Kasem (2007).

. Effect of genotypes and plant popuiation interaction:

Data presented in Table (7} show that the productivity of different
gerotypes of cowpea plants were affected by plant density in both seasons. It
is clear that mutant A; produced the highest seed yieild fed.” under high plant
density (120.000 plants fed.”), while Kafr El-Sheikh-1 cv. produced the
highest seed yield fed.” under low piant density (60.000 plants fed.”). On the
other hand, the Dokki-331 cv. which was grown under low or high plant
density produced the lowest seed yield, in both seasons. In this respect,
Jallow (1985}, Metwally et al. (1998b) and Masoud (2002) reported that there
was a significant cultivar x density interaction effect on seed yield of cowpea.

Concerning, the number of pods plant™, number of seeds pod™', pod
length Kafr EI-Sheikh-1 ¢cv. produced the largest values of this characters
under low plant density, in both seasons. While, high significant effect on
number of pods ptant”’, number of seeds pod' and weight of 100-seeds were
obtained with mutant A; and low density. Also, mutant A; produced the
highest value of seed index with values of 15.0 and 14.6, 14.8 and 14.0 g 100
seeds” either fow or high plant density, in the first and second seasons,
respectively,
e.Effect of genotypes and nitrogen fertilizer interaction:

Data presented in Table (8) show that the number of seeds pod™' of
cowpea plants was significantly affected by the interaction between
genotypes and nitrogen fertilizer levels in the first season, while pod length
and seed crude protein content were significantly affected in the second
season. In the first season, mutant A; and Kafr EI-Sheikh-1 cv. fertilized with
the high N level produced the highest number of seeds
pod”’, while Dokki-331 cv. showed the lowest number of seeds pod”’. In the
second season, Kafr El-Sheikh-1 cv. had high significant effect on pod length
with the high N fevel. On the other hand, mutant A; and Kafr Ei-Sheikh-1 cv.
were fertilized with the high N level produced the highest seed crude protein
content.
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Table (7). Effect of genctypes and plant population interaction on seed yield and its components of cowpea plants
in 2004 and 2005 seasons. 4 - - -
) Plant Seed yield fed.” | No. of pods No. ofseeds | Podlength |  100-seed | Crude protein |
Genotypes| population (ka) plant” pod’ {cm) weight {g) (%)
{plantfed."} | 1" | 2™ ™ | s 2™ AT 2T 2™ 1T 2™
Ay 60.000 | 14920c|1259.0d|15.2ab| 13.9a | 109ab| 103b| 131 |127cd| 150a| 146a| 193 [ 186a
120000 |19350a|17240a| 113d| 11.2d| 95¢ | 92c¢ | 128 | 125d| 148a| 140¢c | 174 | 169d
Kakha-1 60.000 | 12765d[1076.0e| 147b | 135b | 107b | 101b| 129 |[129bc| 135d| 13.1f | 185 | 180b
120,000 [1754.0b|15150b| 11.3d | 10.8e | 95¢ | 90c | 123 | 122e|136¢cd| 129g ]| 17.0 [16.7 de
T KafrEI- | 60.000 |1571.0c|1299.0d| i58a | 142a | 111a| 10.7a| 146 | 137a| 150a | 1420 101 | 182b
Sheikh-1 120000 |1694.0b| 1456.0c| 108d| 9.7f | 93¢ | 90c¢ | 141 | 136a| 140b | 13.8d¢ | 172 |168de
"Dokki-331 | 60.000 | 957.0e | 7940qg | 126c¢ | 11.8c| 90d [ B4d | 144 | 13.0b | 139bc| 134e| 182 | 17.7¢
120.000 | 1246.0d | 1000.0f| 91e | 829 | 83e | 7.7e | 136 |129bc|13.8bcd] 13.2f| 16.8 | 166
”F'-lest rm ** Fm i P w T T e NS T P T NS *

100z 4890320 ‘(01) Z€ “Aun BINOSUBK IS "DV T

Means designated by the same letter at each column are not significantly different at the 0.05 level, according to Duncan’s Multiple Range Test.
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Table (8): Effect of genotypes and nitrogen fertilizer levels interaction
on number of seed pod”’, pod length and crude protein of
cowpea piants in 2004 and 2005 seasons.

Genotypes | N levels k No. of seeds ggg" Pod length (cm) [ Crude protein (%) |
Season N fed.? 9 1" 2 1 2 T ™
15 99¢c 9.3 128 | 1241g 174 | 170gh |
Ar 30 10.3ab | 99 132 | 127ef | 183 | 17.7cd
45 | 105a | 101 13.0 | 128de | 195 | 186a
15 99¢ | 93 12.2 1229 17.0 17.0gh |
Kaha-1 30 102ac! 96 128 | 124fg | 176 | 173efg |
45 102abc| 9.9 128 | 133bc | 187 | 17.8¢ |
15 10.0 be 97 14.1 13.6 ab 172 [ 171fg |
Kafr E-Sheikh-1 30 10.2abc| 99 144 | 136ab | 181 | 17.4def
45 10.4 2 10.1 14.6 13.8a | 19t ¢ 1B1b ¢
i 15 B1e 77 135 [ 127ef | 168 T 167h |
I Dokki-331 30 9.1d 8.2 140 |130cde| 173 | 17.1g |
| 45 894 8.3 144 | 137cd | 182 |176 cdej
[ F-test * | NS | NS N.§

Means designated by the same letter at each column are not significantly different at the
0.05 levet, according to Duncan's Muitiple Range Test.

f.Effect of plant population and nitrogen fertilizer levels :nteractlon

Data presented in Table (9) show that seed yield fed.”’, number of
pods piant , number of seeds pod and seed crude protein content were
affected by the interaction between the plant density and nitrogen fertilizer
levels in both seasons. Plants grown under high density with hngh N fertilizer
level produced the highest seed yield (1797 and 1612 kg fed. ) in the first
and second seasons, respectively, followed by plants grown under high
density with medium N fertilizer level (30 kg N fed."). While, plants grown
under low density with low N fertilizer level produced the lowest seed yield
(1186 and 988 kg fed.”") in the first and second seasons, respectively.

Table (9): Effect of plant population and nitrogen fertilizer [evels
interaction on seed yield and its components of cowpea
plants in 2004 and 2005 seasons.

Plant Seed yield fed.™] No. of pods No. of seeds | Crude protein
population Ievals (kg) plant’ pod” (%
{plantfed.”) | kg N 1 2 1 2™ 1 2" 1 2"

Season fed.” ’
ﬁ 15 H1B65€l8881e] 13.3c | 126¢ | 1020 | 96b [ 176¢c | 175¢ |
: 60,000 30 (1487.61203.8¢l 16.14a.| 143a [ 106a [ 10.0a ; 1860 | 18.0b |
| 45 112983d1129.1d 143b | 13.2b | 10.5a | 10.0a ' 201a L18.Qa
! 15 |1478301231.1¢ 100e | 92f | B7e | B4e | 1668 | 16.4f
120.000 30 169580142735 10.7d | 100e | 92d | 87d | 17.1d | 168e
i 45 h797.aa1612.5 al 11.1 d]107d{ 95¢c | 91¢ {177c 1714
i F tegt ET) *r i w *n ! 3 T

Means designated by the same letter at each column are not significantly different at the
0.05 level, according to Duncan's Multiple Range Test.

On the other hand, plants grown under low density with medium N
fertilizer level produced the highest seed yield (1487 and 1203 kg fed.') in
the first and second seasons. Concerning, the number of pods plant” number
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of seeds pod’ and seed crude protein content plants grown under low
density with medium N fertilizer level produced the highest values of this
characters. In this respect, Metwally ef al. (1998b), on cowpea, found that
there were significant interactions between plant density and nitrogen on
seed yield.
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