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ABSTRACT

Food gap between production and consumption is a serious problem,
which results from the unbalanced between consumers requirements and the
available supply of food. Self sufficiency of meat in Egypt decreased in the
previous years, so there was a trend to depend on imports, to cover the meat
food gap, consumers prices of meat also increased, at a level doesn’t agree
with the availabie incomes with respect to the domestic consumer.

The domestic demand on meat increased and exceeded the local
production, as a result of increase in population. Since the prices of meat
increased this led to the consumer to different plant proteins.

Since the prices and income expenditure of meat and fish, play an
important role in consumer behavior, specially the commodities that are
considered substituted for each other, so the behavior of the consumer
depends on the prices of these commodities and the expenditure income.
The objective of this research is to estimate the consumer demand on meat,
poultry, fish, and puises, and the relationships among them.

Two models were estimated in the demand analysis, the linear
axpenditure system (LES), and the quadratic expenditure system {QES),
according to non linear seemingly unrelated regression procedure, during the
seriod subject to analysis (1985-2005).

The estimation of LES and QES models nearly identical and have the
same economic meaning of interpretation , with respect to the own and cross
price elasticities, and also in the expenditure elasticities in both modets.

The study recommend by expanding the poultry and fish production, as
an alternative for meat, and encouraging the private sector in that fieid of
production. Morecver, expanding in meat projects that allow increase meat
supply in the domestic market at lower prices. '
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