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ABSTRACT

“The great attention and focus of research studies on investigating red
meat is attributed to the fact that it is one of the main sources of animal
protein in hurman food consumption patterns. The main problem facing red
meat in Egypt is the shortage in domestic production of red meat that fails to
cover consumer demand. Therefore, the research aims fo identify the main
factors affecting red meat production in Egypt, and the main factors affecting
red meat consumption during the period 1986-2004, in addition to measuring
the food gap which affect the rate of self-sufficiency during the same period.
The study applied both linear and double-logarithmic multiple regression
analysis for estimating the parameters of red meat production function and
individual consumption function and found that double-logarithmic best fits
the data used in estimation. The study also estimated the trend equation for
the evolution of feod gap and self-sufficiency in red meat in Egypt during the
studied period. Findings indicate that the main factors affecting red meat
production in Egypt include the number of animal units, and the volumes of
concentrated feed and green fodder, the production elasticities of which
reached 1.92, -1.26, and -0.65 respectively. As regards the volume of dry
feed, it did not prove to be statistically significant. The study alse indicates
that the main factors affecting red meat consumption in Egypt include the real
prices of red meat, fish, tomato, and real income per capita which elasticities
reached -0.32, 0.022, -0.13, and 0.19 respectively. As regards the real prices
of poultry and potatoes, their elasticities did not prove to be statistically
significant. in addition, the study indicates that red meat food gap in Egypt is
increasing at an annual rate of 1.73 thousand tons, which represents about
0.89% of the average volume estimated at 195.30 thousand tons. Moreover,
the study indicates that sef-sufficiency in red meat is declining at an annual
rate of 0.60%.
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