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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE CHANGES IN LAND
HOLDING BETWEEN THE CENSUS IN THE ARAB
REPUBLIC OF EGYPT (A.R.E)

Marie, M. A. and Samia M. Abd EL fatah
Agricultural Economic Research Institute , Agricultural Research Center

ABSTRACT

This research analyzed the Mode and the Equity levels of the
agricultural holding category in the three Agricultural Censuses of
1981,1989,and 2000 . The major finding of this research is that the
agricultural land holding in Egypt is very small and scattered .

The structure of agricultural land holding in Egypt is dominated by the
very small categories, i.e. 90% of the total number of holders is holding less
than five feddans. The percentage in this category was 90.0% in 1981 and
90% , 90.4% in 1989 and 2000 , in Sharkia, Behira and Dakahlia represented
90.8%, 83.2% and 88.3% in 1981, 95.7% , 93.3% and 89.7% in 1989 for the
above Governorates respectively . Since 2000 it reached 90.1% in Dakahlia,
93% in Behira 92.1% in Sharkia. _

" The medium size holding category, i.e. holders of five feddan to less
than fifiy feddans represented 9.7%, 9% in 1981 , 1989 and 9.4% in 2000 in
Egypt and reached 9%, 16.4% and 11.5% in Sharkia, Behira and Dakahlia,
respectively in 1981 census, and 10.2%,19.5% and 5.1% for the same

governorate in 1989 and in 2000 reached 10% in Dakahlia, 20% in Behira
and 8% in Sharkia.
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The largest size holding category i.e. 50 feddans or more decreased
from 0.2% in 1981 and 1989 to 0.1%. In 2000 in Sharkia, it decreased from
0.9% in 1981 to 0.2% in 1981 and 1989. In Dakahlia, reached to 0.2% and
0.1% , 0.11% in, 1981 and 1989 and 2000 respectively and decreased in
Behira from 0.5% in 1981 to 0.4% in 1989 and 2000 .Moreover, the number
of holders increased from 2.46 million holders in 1981 to 2.901 million holders
in 1989, to 3.7 million holders i.e.it increased by 41% (base year = 1981) , in
Dakahlia the number of holders increased from 222 thousand holders in 1981
to 271 thousand holders in 1989 to 347 thousand holders in 2000 i.e. it
increased by 38% in behira, the number of holders increased from 210
thousand holders in 1981 to 264 thousand holders in 1989 to 339 thousand
holders in 2000 i.e. it increased by 38% In Sharkia, the number of holders
increased from 258 thousand holders in 1981 to 315 thousand holders in
1989, to 415 thousand holders in 2000 l.e. it increased by 38% .

As a result of the continuous increase in population a reduction in the
size of agricultural iand holding and the relative unchanged total agricultural
area the ratio between agriculture area and population is expected to
decrease in the coming census.
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