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ABSTRACT

The current study aimed mainly to:

1- Identify some personal, socio-economic characteristics of fig sample farmers.

2- Identify the level of sample farmers’ application of the recommended farming

practices in the field of producing and marketing fig crop.

3- Identify the sample farmers' extension needs in the field of producing and

marketing fig crop.

4- Identifying the main problems that face sample farmers and the role of agricultural

extension in overcoming these problems at the study area.

The study was carried out in Marsa Matrouh and EL-Dabaa districts at Marsa
Matrouh Governorate. Tow villages were selected from the two districts. These
villages are Ras EL-Hekmah village from Marsa Matrouh districts and EL-Dabaa
village from EL-Dabaa district. Data were collected by using personal interview
questionnaire from a random sample amounting to 210 of fig farmers duning
September 2006. Frequencies, Percentages, Arithmetic Mean, and Weighted Mean
were used to analyze data statistically.

The study reached a number of important findings. These findings indicated
that:

1- The level of sample fig farmers’ current and expected application levels of fig
production and marketing practices are 30.6 and 50.6 degrees respectively. These
results reflect the weak level of the current application and the medium level of the
expected application of these practices.

2- The levels of total, felt and unfelt extension needs of recommended practices in the
field of fig production and marketing were 68.0, 22.4 and 45.6 degrees
respectively. These resuits indicated the high extension needs of sample farmers
in the field of fig production and marketing practices, whereas their average of
extension needs was 68.0.

3- The findings revealed that sample fig farmers perceived only 21% of their total
extension needs. On the other hand, the significant part of their extension needs
(79.0%) is stilt unperceived by them.

4- The findings indicated that the sample farmers suffer from 14 problems reiated to
producing and marketing fig crop. These problems related to unavailability of
irrigation water, diffusion of pests and diseases, unavailability of fig products
factories, unavailability of extension agents, and the difficulty of marketing fig
crops etc. Also, the findings indicate- that the role of extension in solving these
problems was moderate.
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