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ANALYSIS OF FARMERS' PROBLEMS DATABASE ON THE
VIRTUAL EXTENSION AND RESEARCH COMMUNICATION
NETWORK TO IDENTIFY THE CAPACITY OF
RESEARCHERS, SUBJECT MATTER SPECIALISTS, AND
EXTENSIONISTS TO SOLVE FARMERS PROBLEMS IN ARE
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ANALYSIS OF FARMERS’ PROBLEMS DATABASE ON THE
VIRTUAL EXTENSION AND RESEARCH COMMUNICATION
NETWORK TO IDENTIFY THE CAPACITY OF
RESEARCHERS, SUBJECT MATTER SPECIALISTS, AND

EXTENSIONISTS TO SOLVE FARMERS PROBLEMS IN ARE
Kassem, M. H. M.
Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute, ARC.

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the number of problems facing farmers,
and its frequency in the different crops in the study governrates. It aimed also
to identify the capacity of agricultural directorates to solve the administrative
problems, and the capacity of the researchers, Subject Matter Specialists
(SMS) and extension workers in extension centers to solve the problems of
agricultural production. the study was based on analyzing the database of
farmers’ problems on the Virtual Extension and Research Communication
Network (VERCON) that covers all farmers problems since the network was
launched in 2/1/2002 till 1/7/2007. All the data was analyzed to fulfill objective
1 and 2, while only the 2006 data was analyzed to fulfill the rest of the
objectives. Cross tables, frequency, percentages and the geometric mean
were used for analysis.

The main results of the study were as follows:

- The problem rate tends to increase after the governorate joins VERCON
and then decreases gradually.

- The number of problems in pest control and disease control exceeded
together haif of all farmers probiems.

- Administrative problems reached 255 problem accounting for 7.27% of all
framers problems, where 162 of them related to irrigation and drainage.
Solutions for 227 of these problems were published.

- Researchers capacity to solve production problems were high in general
as they could solve 84.24% of these problems. Unsolved problems were
mainly in the areas of disease control, pest control, animal production
and fertilization.

- SMS capacity to solve production problems was relatively low as they
solved 53.26% of the solvable problems. The highest need for
information in this regard was in the field of marketing, tillage and animai
production.

- The capacity of extension workers in extension centers reached 55.29%,
while their efficiency to solve production problems reached 64.44%.
Information needs for extension workers to solve farmers problems for
this category was detected in harvest, tillage, pest control, weed control,
and animal production.
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