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ABSTRACT

In order to. explore the medxcmal values of plant specneswhken Justicia

INTRODUCTION

Medicinal plants arc plants whose
extracts can be used directly or indirectly for
the treatment of different ailmouts. Therefore,
the use of traditional medicine and medicinal
plants in most devoloping countrics, as a basis
for the maintonance of good health, has beon
widely obsorved (Edward,2001). Scientists
throughout the world are trying to exploro the
precious assets of modicinal plants to help the
sufforing humanity. Furthermors, in the world
mors than 30% of the pharmaceutical propara~
tllogl )m basod on plants (Shinwari and Khan,

998).

However, an increasing reliance on
the use of medicinal plants in tho industria-
lized socicties has been traced to the oxtraction
and development of several drugs and chemo-
therapeutics from thesc plants. The use of
medicines from plants in the form of local
medicine dates back to 4000-5000 B.C. While
the medicinal values of these plants are due to

the presence of small doses of active com-
pounds which produce physiological actions
in tho human and animal body (Zaidi, 1998).
Some of the important bioactive compounds
found in medicinal plants arc alkaloids,
glycosides, rosins, gums, mucilages eto, (Sack -
and Forchlich, 1982). It was observed that
developed countries mostly import raw mater-
ials of valuable medicinal plants from develo-
ping countries. Where they are scroened,
analyzod and used in drug preparations, and
rotumod as high priced medicines to develo-
ping countries .

Blapharis ciliaris is locally known as
simbuli or simbulu belonging to family Acan-
thaceas. Leaves and bracts rigid of silvery
appearance, 4-rowed, patent, recurved, spiny-
tipped and prickly-toothed . Flowers 2cm long
consisting of a short tube and a solitary broad
flat limb (Tackholm,1974),



