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ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The frequent crossing between
Egyptian cotton cultivars followed by rigid
selections resulted in exhausting the genetic
variability and narrowing the genetic base,
hence reducing the chances for further effec-
tive selection. It is imperative for this reason
to use other genotypes belonging to barba-
dense species such as Sea Island or genotypes
belonging to the American hirsutum species
for intra and interspecific crossing with

Egyptian cultivars hoping to generate new
recombinants amenable to effective selection
in a program for pedigree breeding. However,
for “hybrid cotton breeding” heterotic effects
in interspecific cotton hybrids betwecen G.
barbadense, L x G. hirsutum, L offer possi-
bility for achieving progress in cotton produc-
tion, this is because data on previous experi-
ments investigating interspecific hybrids indi-
cated an overall tendency for Fis to possess





