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ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Damping - off and root rot diseases
are among the most destructive discases
attacking peanut in Egypt (Hussin, 2005 and
Metwally et al, 2006). These discases also
affect plant stand in the field, plant growth and
sced vield (Hilal er af, 1990 and Hussin,
2005).

Peanut, like most other herbaceous
plants, is commonly infested with vesicular-
arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (Porter et al,
1990 and Allen et al, 2003). Species of Glo-
mus, Gigaspora, Acaulospora, and Sclero-
cystis are the most commonly observed VAM

associated with peanut (Porter et af, 1990 and
Kulkarm et al, 1997). The vesicular arbus-
cular mycorrhizal (VAM fungi) and their
associated interactions with plants can reduce
the damage caused by plant pathogens by
forming symbiotic relationship with their host
by colonizing the cortical region of feeder
roots both inter- and intracellularly (Siddiqui
et al., 2008). They benefit the host plant pri-
marily by increasing the capability of the root
system to absorb and translocate phosphorus
and microclements through an extensive net-
work of hyphae extemal to the root (Carling ef
al, 1996 and Siddiqui ef al, 2008). These





