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ABSTRACT

The primary objective of this study was to develop and test the
importance of a set of factors that are posited as explaining the level of
political participation of inhabitants of rural communities .

A purposive sample of 50 villages in Sharkia governorate was carried
out . A sample of 150 informants was chosen by a Sociometric method to
collect the data which were personally interviewed through a questionnaire
and which were analyzed by path analysis technigue.

The findings indicated that openness on the outside world (R?=0.621)
affected by size of population and educational level, availability and
effectivene;s of political activities affected by no variable, the attitude towards
change (R“=0.428) affected by openness to the outsidg world and size of -
population, the attitude towards women empowerment (R"=0.471) affected by
educational Igvel and the attitude towards change, the level of economic
prosperity (R°=0.778) affected by openness to the outside world and the
attitude towards women empowerment , sense of sgcial justice affected by no
variable , sense of belonging to the community (R"=0.34) affected by sense
of social justice, political knowled?e (R=0.453)affected by the level of
economic prospgrity and sense of social justice, the level of political
participation (R"=0.723) affected by size of population, availability and
effectiveness of political activities, political knowledge and the attitude
towards women empowerment. Finally, a decomposition of simple correlation
into their components was made for the significant path in the revised model
to sh?rv the importance of the casual analysis and the intervening variables
as well.
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