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ABSTRACT

Vegetables are high value perishable horticultural crops that farmers
are enhanced to grow. Area cultivated with vegetables reached 10.52 % of
the total cropped area in Egypt. The increase in population, as well as social,
and economic aspects are the main reasons for amending the prevailing
marketing systems, especially in case of vegetable crops. Marketing systems
of agricultural products are one of determining factors of farmer income and
investment in agriculture. Marketing and marketing efficiency of vegetables
are, therefore important issues in Egypt.

This study aims to analyze the marketing margins and distribution of
the consumer pound among ihe different dealers of some important
vegetable crops and measuring their marketing efficiency. The study depends
mainly on a descriptive and an econometric anylysis of the secondary data
concuted by the Central Agency for Public Mobilisation and Statistics
(CAPMAS) and Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation (MALR).

Results showed that the producer share during 1991-2006 was about
44.3 % for tomatoes, and 48.9 % and 33.4 % for potatoes and onion,
respectively. The marketing organization share was 55.7 %, 51.1 %, and 66.6
% for tomatoes, potatoes, and onion, respectively.

Also, marketing efficiency of tomatoes was about 23.1 %. This might
be attributed to its high marketing costs. Also, the marketing efficiency of
potatoes was about 40.1% due to the high profitability of traders and middle
agents in addition to its high marketing costs. Finally, the marketing efficiency
of onion was found to be also low, about 24.6 %.

In order to improve the marketing efficiency of vegetable crops, the
marketing systems of such crops should be investigated, and marketing costs
should be minimized in order to raise the producer's share in consumer price
so as to achieve agricultural economic development goals. The producers,
middle agents, and consumers should be made aware of the modern
technology to be used in handling and transport so as to minimize the losses
and stabilize local market prices.
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