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FUTURE OF MEDICAL AND AROMATIC PLANTS'
EXPORTSIN THE LIGHT OF THE EGYPTIAN-EUROPEAN

PARTNERSHIP

Mohamed, Amal Z.
Medicinal Control, Medicine Branch.

ABSTRACT

The Egyptian European partnership entitles Egypt to expand its list of
agricultural exports to include all the Egyptian agricultural products, and to
obtain new quotas that were not available before. In addition, the partnership
entitles Egypt to increase its quota to the European Union in case the number
of its member countries increases besides the automatic 3% annual increase
for most of the export quotas.

As regards medical and aromatic plants, they have become more
economically important, especially under the new world trend of transforming
towards benefiting from natural wealth in disease treating due to the fact that
natural plants have no negative side effects as those associated with
chemical drugs. Such plants require certain environmental and production
conditions that comply with Egypt's natural conditions. Therefore, they can
play an important role in realizing the goals of Egypt's agricultural policy since
Egypt has a comparative advantage in producing and exporting these plants,
especially under the fierce competition that faces the Egyptian traditional
agricultural exports.

The study discussed and analyzed the potentials for future exports of
medical and aromatic plants to the European countries’ markets. It was found
that production capacity of the studied plants fluctuated from one year to
another during the studied period (2002-2006), which can be attributed to the
fluctuation in area planted. The calculated coefficient of commaodity
concentration of agricultural exports indicated a variation in agricultural
exports where it reached about 19.2% during the period (1996-2000), while
the coefficient of. stability reached 38.9% indicating a lack of stability in
exports of medical and aromatic plants.

When studying the geographical concentration of the exports of some
medical and aromatic plants to some international blocks during the period
(2002-2006), it was. found that the European Union countries are major
importers of such plants. Their markets received large volumes from the
exported quantities reaching 44.1% from worm wood, 42.93% from coriander,
27.74% from cumin, 31.43% from anise seed, 69.23% from caraway, 43.90%
from aromatic oil, and 95.4% from jasmine oil out of the average gross
exports of these piants during the period (2002-2008).
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