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EFFICIENCY OF RED MEAT PRODUCTION AND

MARKETING IN EGYPT

Dawoud, Seham D. Z. and E. A. Bader

Department of Agric. Economics, Faculty of Agric., Mansoura Univ.
(Damietta Branch)

ABSTRACT

The demand for animal protein resources becomes vital and crucial issue
nowadays with the ever increase of population. This conseguently increased the
demand for food and especially animal proteins. Development of animal resources
and production is considered one of the essential issues. This recent study is done to
identify the development of red meat production/consumption and to measure the
productivity and marketing efficiency of using the agricuitural resources in the
production of red meat on the national level. The study would be valuabie in terms of
assessing data base and providing policy information, which may assist policy makers
to develop animal production sector in Egypt.

The study was mainly based on time series data for the period 1986 to 2005.
The important sources of data were the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and
Statistics (CAPMAS), the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation (MALR), Egypt
and Food and Agriculture Organization(FAQ). The study employed quantitative and
qualitative methods such as simple and multiple regression. Simple regression is lo
identify the general time trend of red meat production/consumption. Multiple and
Stepwise multiple regression analysis are used to explore the statistical relationships
between output and inputs. The study applied double log model of Cobb-Doglas
function for estimating the parameters of red meat production function.

The results showed that red meat production grew at a significant annual
rate of 2.37 % meanwhile its consumpticn grew at significant annual rate of 2.54 %.
The gap between production and consumption of red meat increased by a significant
annual rate of 3.44 % during the period (1986-2005). Regarding function elasticity
estimates, the production function of red meat has increasing return to scale, where
the total elasticity of production function was 1.03, by using muitiple regression
method. The resources are used inefficiently in red meat production. So there is an
urgent need to recrientate pelicies to ensure efficient use of agricultural resources in
red meat production. The most important factors affecting red meat production are the
number of animal units, and the volume of concentrated feed. By
distribution of the consumer pound among the different dealers of red meat, the
producer share in retail price during the period of (1991-2005) which was about 67.64
%. The marketing organization share in retail price was 32.36 %.

Policy implication focuses on the necessity of increasing the domestic
production of red meat through enhancing investments in the field of animal
production. It becomes a necessity to provide non-tradition fodder resources besides
the common ones. The marketing system should be investigated and marketing costs
should be minimized. Also, increasing the production of red meat alternativés such as
fish and poultry is promising. It is essentiat to overcome the cbstacies that meet of
such natural alternative protein supplying products in its distinct realm.
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