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The Relative Profitability of The Most Important
Crop Combinations and Farm Rotations of The
Major Field Crops in Beheira Governorate

Rania Abd ElFatah Elshaer
Res. Agricultural Economics Res. Instit., Agric.Res.Center

The research aims to study the relative profitability of the major field
crops in Beheira Governorate to identify the best crop combinations and
farm rotations which lead to re-distribute production resources in order to
maximize the net returns of farm production. The research shows that
wheat, rice, short and sustainable clover, summer maize. cotton, broad
beans ,nile maize , seeds clover and sugar beet are the major field crops
cultivated in Beheira Governorate during the period 2004 - 2008. It shows
also that the best crop combinations for agricultural tenants and owners in
terms of net feddan farm income are which includes the cultivation of short
clover followed by cotton, then which contains wheat followed by rice, and
wheat followed by summer maize, sustainable clover foliowed by summer
maize, broad beans followed by rice and crop combination which inciudes
broad beans followed by summer maize after that. The research reflects
that the best bilateral farm rotations for agricultural owners and tenants in
terms of net farm income per feddan are (1) The 12 which includes the
cultivation of short clover followed by cotton in the first piece of land and the
cultivation of wheat followed by rice in the second piece (2) The 2 which
includes short clover followed by cotton in the first piece of land and wheat
followed by summer maize in the second piece (3) The 3¥ includes short
clover followed by cotton in the first piece of land and sustainable clover
followed by summer maize in the second piece (4) The 4% includes short
clover followed by cotton in the first piece of land and broad beans followed
by rice in the second piece (5) The 5 includes short clover followed by
cotton in the first piece of land and broad beans followed by summer maize
in the second piece . The research shows that the main five bilateral farm
rotations achieve net farm income per feddan higher than that of the main
triple farm rotations for the major field crops in Beheira Governorate during
the period 2004 — 2008. It shows also that Shbrakhitt, Kom Hamada,
Damanhour, Aldinegat, Kafr Al-Dawar, Itay Albaroud, Rashid and Abu
Almtamir achieve the highest net farm income per feddan for both
agricultural tenants and owners for the main crop combinations and farm
rotations of the main field crops between the different administrative
centers in Beheira Governorate.
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