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The Role of Opinion Leaders in Diffusing The
Recommendations of Optimum Use of Chemical
Fertilizers in The New Lands of Nubaria

Dr.Ali Abd El Fattah Eliwa
Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Institute

ABSTRACT

This study aims mainly at identifying the extent of opinion leaders
performance of their roles in diffusing recommendations related to the
optimum use of chemical fertilizers, how far they apply extension methods
to fulfill such roles, and farmers application of recommendations according
to leaders’ points of view. This entails determining the relationship between
each method and its impact identifying the relationship between farmers'
performance of the recommendations and to what extent opinion leaders
fulfills their diffusive roles, and leaders' suggestions towards more effective
diffusion of recommendations optimum use of chemical fertilizers. The
study covers El Nubaria three regions and five villages are selected to
represent villages applying modern irrigation system .A random sampie
consists of 167 respondents was selected representing 60% of the total
population. A questionnaire was designed to coliect data via personal
interview.  Frequencies, percentages, averages and Person simple
correfation are used for statistical analysis. The main findings indicate that
opinion leaders enjoy a high performance in diffusing recommendations of
chemical fertilizers optimum use. They vary in using agricultural extension
methods and more than two thirds of farmers respond implementing the
recommendations .A positive significant correiation exists between the
respondents' performance of their diffusive tasks and their varying use of
extension methods as well as their estimation of farmers' application of
what they recommend .The study presents suggestions of the respondents
to optimize the use of chemical fertilizers in this area.

Vo' 14 (4), 2009 1073



