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ABSTRACT

Olive tree is considered one of the important crops in Jordan for local consumption and expoit.
Olive tree can grow in different locations starting from Ghur and upland. Decreases of olive productivity
in different growing seasons in these areas were mainly due to the lack of knowledge cultivation
requirements and also due to the absence of the role of agricultural extension.

The aim of this study was to determine the knowledge levels of olive farmers about olive insects
in the Al-Balga' Governorate/Jordan and to study the relationship between the knowledge levels and
some independent variables such as personal and professional characters of farmers. A sample of 236
farmers was selected and interviewed individually. Using a questionnaire included two parts; the first
was the personal information of the farmers and the second was a measure of knowicdge levels on the
olive insects arca.

Frequencies, percentages, mean standard deviations, Pearspn and Spearman correlation,
coefficient chi-square and t-test were used to test the hypothesis and to dclermme the relationship
between dependent and independent variables. :

The most important results were:

1- There was three categories for knowledge levels; low (<16) degrees, medium (16-26) degrees and high
(> 26) degrees. It was found that 16.9%, 65.7. and 17.4% of the farmers fall in the low, medium, and
high levels, respectively.

2- There was a significant relationship between knowledge level and each of educational level, devotion
to agribusiness, and information resources.

3- There was no significant relationship between knowledge level and each of farmer age, number of
family members, type of land holding, size of landholding and number of experience years.

Finatly, the results of the study recommended that agricultural extension must take awareness of extra
role for education and awareness of olive farmers and the dissemination of agricultural technology to
them through a scientific and practical plan that includes simplifying the results according to the
knowledge levels of farmers in this study area.

Key words: agricultural extension, insect pests, Jordan , knowledge level, olive farmers.
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