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SUMMARY 

A 
n experiment was conducted at "Broiler Nutrition Unit" Faculty of 
Agric. Ain Shams Univ. from 29-5-2008 until 2-7-2008. One hundred 
eighty day-old Cobb broiler chicks were allocated into three treatment 
groups. For five weeks experimental period, two groups of birds were 

fed com-soy basal diets supplemented with 0.3 or 0.5% of Karkade flowers 
compared with a control group (without Karkade) to study the effect of karkade on 
productive and physiological characteristics during summer season. The results 
indicated that feeding supplemental karkade diets increased body weight and feed 
consumption significantly and improved feed conversion efficiency compared with 
control group. Significant improvement in physiological characteristics particularly 
blood content of glucose, total lipids and cholesterol were found by using karkade 
in both treatments compared with control group. Some internal organs were not 
affected by treatments except spleen weight, which was increased in Karkade 
treatment group. It could be concluded that karlcade flowers supplementation at 
level 0.5% in broiler diets during summer season can improve broilers 
perfonnance. 

Keywords: IrarJcade flowers. broilers peiformance. physiological characteristics 
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