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ABSTRACT
The present experiment was conducted in the laboratory of

the Dept. of Economic Entomology of the Faculty of Agriculture,
Kafrelsheikh University in 2004/05 & 2005/06. The aim of the
investigation was to find out the behaviour, incubation period,
larval stage, protonymph, dutonymph stages and the whole life
cycle, duration of male and female of the mite, Acarus farris fed on
the different diet (wheat bran, banana fruits and pollen of Ricinus
communis. Maximum and minimum duration was also recorded
under two circumstances of temperature and R.H. that were tested
to find out that effect on different mite stages.

The biological control of Acarus farris (Oudemans) was
tested using two biocide compounds, i.e., Biofly and tracer on the
egg, larvae and nymph stages. In every experiment, four
concentrations were tested using the mite fed on wheat bran, fruit
and castor pollen. Results are all reported within the article.

INTRODUCTION
Acari is considered as large economic group of arthropods

since many species liv"e in soil and organic manure. The role of
these animals in nature Js greatly important as they vary from
hannful to beneficial ontt. This order comprises a large group of
mites that cause several damages to a wide range of economically
important field crops, vegetables and stored products (Van Hage
and Johanson, 1992), Acarus farris (Oudemans) is one of the most·
common storage mite species. It can be found infesting a wide
varieties of stored products, such as barley, hay, cheese (Hughes,
1976) fruits stored and grain and may cause occupational healthy
problems to farmers and workers (Cuthbert et aL, 1989) in the
grain and milling industry (Musken et aL, 2000). Therefore, the aim
of this study is to control that pest by using biological control agents






















