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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RURAL LEADERS’
PROGRESSIVE VALUES AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION OF
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES

M. A. El-Bardan
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ABSTRACT:. t(eadership. like all forms of social behavior, can be
understood only in terms of compiex interactions between social situations
and individual characteristics.

The present study aims mainly at identifying the relationship between
teaders’ positive values and their implementation of sustainable agricuitural
practices {SAP). This entails identifying the following researchable items: 1)
Identifying aspects of progressive attitudes into five items namely, work
ethics. achievement motivation, mastery, competitiveriess. belief in money,
attitudes toward savings, 2) I!dentifying Ileaders implementation of
sustainable agricultural practices, and 3) Identifying the relationship between
leaders’ value structure and adoption of SAP.

A questionnaire was designed and administrated to a sample of 120 rural
leaders from Agricultural Cooperative Society at Bustan One region.
Frequencies, percentages and Pearson correlation coefficient are used. The
main findings indicate that although leaders enjoy moderate levels of
progressive values and low Jevels of sustainable agriculture, especially as
concern to producing safe food. the independent variables, i.e., progressive
explainn 48.31% of the total varian in SAP, ie. rational use of water,
agricultural mechanization, producing safe farm foods, recycling farm trash
and integrated pest management. The study presents stimulating debate on
the potential of future SAP.
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