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ACCUMULATION IN SOME LETTUCE VARIETIES (Lactuca
sativa L.) GROWN IN SANDY CALCAREOUS SOILS

Refai, E. F. 8.* and M. M. M. Abhmed **
* Hort. Res. Institute A.R.C. Giza, Egypt
* Soil, Water and Environ. Res. Institute A.R.C. Giza, Egypt

ABSTRACT

The present investigation was conducted during the two seasons of 2005/2006
and 2006/2007 at the Desert experimental Farm of Assiut Agric. Res. Station to study
the effect of five ievels of N-ferttlizer (0, 30, 60, 80 and 120 kg NHed ) and three ievels
of composted waste farm (Control (zero), Compost (3 ton/fed.) and bio-compost (3 ton
ffed. compoest with Biogen). Tow varieties were used in this investigation (Latoga and
Baiady). These varieties were grown in sandy calcareous soil under drip irrigation
system. The interaction between the two fertifizer sources was studied. The resuits
indicated that there were significant differences among the five levels of N fertilizer in
all studied characters. Increased for both mineral and organic fertilizer were obtained
of both lettuce varieties on yietd and its components. Meanwhile, application of
composted waste farm at a rate of 3 tonffed in combination with Biogen reduced the
application of mineral N to 50% and reduced nitrate concentration in leaves of both
lettuce varieties.

Compost and bio-compost as organic and bic ferilizers play an important role
in maintaining soif fertility with releasing nutrients in the scil. The most increase in soil
N and P content was observed with compost and big-compost application. The
increase percentage in P content over the control was 10.12 and 38.38 in 2006 and
25.58 and 19.08 % in 2007, respectively.

INTRODUCTION

Lettuce (Lactuca sativa L.) is one of the most important vegetable
crops grown in Egypt for local consumption and export. The total area in
Egypt was (13.567 fed.) and the total yield was 136.008 ton/fed.” Nitrogen is
one of essential elements for growth and development plants and in the
nutrition of plants plays a significant role. Plants absorb nitrogen from the soil
in the form of nitrate, which are then converted into proteins and cther
nitrogen-containing substances (Cash et a/., 2002}. Nitrale content in a plant
represents a dynamic balance between rate ¢of absorption, assimilation and
translocation {Maynard et a/., 1976)}. increasing nitrogen rate increased plant
height and number of leaves/piant (Awny and Moursy, 1892) fresh
weight/plant and total yield (Shafshank and Abo-Sedera, 199C; Awny and
Moursy, 1992; Moussa et al., 1993; Gawish, 1997; Cameria et al, 2000),
nitrate contents in leaves (El-Hassan 1990; Shafshank and Abo-Sedera,
1990; Awny and Moursy, 1992, Bakr and Gawish 1997).

Test of nitrate accumulation in  Egyptian vegetables showed
considerable high values as compared to those found in vegetables grown in
several European countries (Blom-Zandstra, 1989 and Kheir et af, 1991).
Nitrate accumulation in plant can be hazardous to human heaith. Because, in
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the human body nitrate can be reduced 10 nitrite which may cause
methemoglobinemia futhermore, the possible formation of N-nitroso-
compounds from nitrite and secondary nitrogen’ compounds in human
stomach constitutes a risk (Breimer, 1982).

Furthermare, the excessive use of nitrogen fertilizers raises the major
cost in lettuce production and creates pollution of their agricultural
environment as well as affects the scil fertility; therefore it has become
essential to use untraditional fertilizers as supplements or substitutes for
chemical nitrogen fertilizer. Bio-fertilization and organic fertilizer were the
sclution to decrease the chemical fertilizer in vegetables production,
Farmyard manure as an organic fertilizer was associated with low nitrate
concentration in lettuce (Bakr and Gawish 1997). Also, there are many
investigations that showed the effect of organic fertilizer on growth and yield
of lettuce plants (Smith and Hadley 1989, El-Shinawy ef a/, 1999 | Valsikova
and Vitekova 2006 and Georgios et al, 2007} and bio-fertilizer (Ruiz
Lazano et al., 1995, Azcon et al, 1998, Chabot et al.,, 1996 and Noel ¢t al.,
1998)  Additionally, organic fertilizers improve soil properties and
enhancements its fertility ({(Ahmed, 1997, Ahmed, 2001 and Ahmed & Ali,
2005).

The present study was undertaken to investigate the effect of compest
application with or without Biogen in the present cf mineral N at different rates
on soil fertility and nitrate concentration of leaves of some lettuce varieties
grown in sandy calcareous soils.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The present experiment was carried out at the Desert experimental
Farm of Assiut Agric. Res. Station in 2005/06 and 2006/07 seasons. This
investigation was designed to study the effect of some level mineral, compost
and bio compost fertilization on soil fertility and nitrate concentration in leaves
of some lettuce varieties (Lactuca saliva L.}, i.e., Latoga and Balady grown in
sandy calcareous seoil under drip irrigation system.

Soll mechanical and chemical analysis of the experimental site are
shiown in Table (1). The treatments were arranged in split plot design with
four replicates. The level mineral nitrogen was put in the main plot with five
levels. fe.. 0, 30, 60, 0 and 120 kg/fed. While the organic N {Composted
Farm Wastes, Table, 2) was allocated in sub plot with three levels, e,
Control (zero}, Compost (3 ton/fed.} and bio-compost{3 ton/fed. compost with
Biogen).

Mineral-N was applied in the form of ammonium nitrate (33.5% N) in 6
equal doses during the growth season. Compost was applied at soil
preparation before cultivation. Bio-compost treatment represent compost with
Bicgen {Azotobacter sp.) which was applied at a rate of 2 kgf/fed after 2
weeks of cyltivation.

Physical and chemical analysis of the experimental sqil is shown in
Table (1). Lettuce seeds were sown on 10 Oct. in both seasons. The
seedlings were transplanted to the field after 40 days from sowing in nursery
and spacing was 25cm between plants within rows. Plot size was 3 X 3.5 m.
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(1/400 ffed.} with four rows. Plant samples were collected from each plot and
prepared to analyze for NO; concentration according to the procedure
described by Keeney and Nelson (1982). Soil samples were taken from
surface layers (0-30 cm) at end of harvesting each plot of lettuce cultivars
and prepared to analysis according to the procedures described by Jackson
(1958).

Table {1): Mechanical and chemical analysis of the experimental soil
sites (0-30 cm depth)

Mechanical
. Ec 1CaCO3| O.M | Total! av.P | ExK
Season| analysis % [Texture| pH

and | St [ dlay dsim % % | N% | ppm|ppm
P005/06 | 924 143 33 ] Sandy |81,067 ] 171 014|002 ] 7.8 1160

PO06/07 | 924 143] 33 ] Sandy [83]/088] 187 JO1]0CZ [ B6 | 217}
Total N: Total nitrogen Awv.P.: Available phosphorous. Ex.K.: Exchangeabie potassium

Table {2): Some chemical analysis of composted Farm Wastes.
pH 1:10 Ec 1:10 : Total N Total K
suspension extract O.M | CIN ratio % Total P % %
7.51 6.14 6561 2217 1.05 092 14

Ten lettuce plants were taken randomly from each sub-piot and the
following measurements were recorded:

1-Tatal plant weight {g) 2- Commercial plant weight (g)
3- Total yield/plot (kg) 4- Head diameter (cm) '
5- Head length {(cm) . 8- Number of leaves/plant

7- NO; accumulation

All obtained data were statistically analyzed using Mstat and treatment
means were compared by using L.5D. test accordlnc to the procedure
outlined by Snedecor and Cochran (1872).

RESULTS AND DISSCUSION

1- Effect of mineral nitrogen, compost and bio-compost an iettuce yield
and its attributes.
1.1. Total plant weight {g):

The effect of two sources of nitrogen on grown of lettuce plant under
the reclaimed tand is presented in Table (3) for cv Latloga and Table (4) for
Batady cuftivar. The results indicated that there were significant differences
among the five levels of nitrogen in this trait in both studied seasons for each
ieftuce cultivars. Level 120 N unit gave the highest total plant weight in both
seasons. Meanwhiie, bio-compost was significantly higher than the compost
application white the two treatments were significant differences than the
control. The interactions between the N levels and organic fertilizer are lisled
in Table (3} and Table {4) for the lettuce cultivars. The resulls showed that
there were significant differences among the interactions in both seasons for
this trait. The highest total plant weight was obtained from the interaction of
120N and bio-compost in both seasons but there were no significant
differences among this interaction and both (60N and bio-compost) and (90N
and bio-compost) interactions in both seasons in Latoga cultivar. While there
were no significant between the interactions (120N and bio-compost}, (120N
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and compost) and (90N and bio-compost) for Balady cultivar in both studied
seasons and these interactions were significantly higher than other
interactions. So from the previous results we can suggested that we can use
the low leve! of nitrogen such as 60N level and bio-compost to obtain the
good resuits for weight plant with decrease in use of nitrogen and also for
human ‘health. The obtained results are in harmony with those obtain
Shafshank and Abo-Sedera, 1990; Awny and Moursy, 1992, Moussa et al.
1993; Gawish, 1997; Cameria et al. 2000} which they say that increasing in
weight of lettuce plant increases with added N level.

1.2. Commercial plant weight (g}):

Data in Table (3) studied fettuce cultivars and 4 for Latoga and Balady
cuitivars respectively showed that there were significant differences for N
levels and Qrganic fertilizer for this trait in both seasons. Both levels 120N
and’ bio-compost gave the highest values for this frait for both seasons
2005/2006 and 2006/2007.The interactions between the N levels and organic
fertilizer on effect of commercial plant weight are presented in Tables (3) and
{4). The results indicated that there were significant differences among the
interactions for bhoth lettuce cultivars in both seascons. The interaction
between (90N and bio-compost) and (60N and bio-compost) were
significantly higher than the other combinations and gave the highest weight
for leftuce piant in Latoga cultivar in both seascns, While, in the Balady
cuitivar the best combined for this trait was obtained from (60N and bio-
compost) interaction in both seasons.

1.3. Total yield/plot (kg):

The resuits in Table (3) and (4) indicated that there were significant
differences among the five levels of N for this trait in both lettuce cultivars.
The increased in total vield for iettuce cultivars are depending on the
increases in N leveis and organic fertilizer. The highest values of total yieid
were obtained fiam 120 N and bio-compost in two seasons for both cultivars.
The interactions between chemical and organic fertilizer in both Tables {3)
and (4) demonstrated that the highest ictal yield was obtained from
interactions {90N and bio-compost) in Latoga cultivar in both seasons. While,
in Baiady cuitivar the inleraction (60N x and big-compost) gave the highest
value of total yield/pict in both seascns. Similar results for lettuce yieid
increases due to N-application were obtained by Richared et al. (1985),
Sanchez ef al.(198%) and Custic ef a/.(1994). Also these increases might be
due to the fact that bio-fertilizer which gave good root growth and that
increase up take of minerals (Fandy and Kurnar 1989, Noel ef al. 1990 and
Azcon et al. 1996) aiso, many investigation reported that reduction of N
fertilization through the use of bio-fertilizer inoculation such as Kumaraswamy
and Madalageri 1990 on tomato, Subbiah 1991 and Ashour et al. 1997 on
potato.

1.4. Head diameter:

Data in Tables (3) and (4} for head diameter of two lettuce cultivars
indicated that there were significant differences for both N leveis and organic
fertilizer in both seasons. Head diameter in lettuce plant increases with
increases in added N levels or organic fertilizer.
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Table (3): Vegetative and yield characters of lettuce piant cv. Latoga as affected by different nitrogen levels and

organic fertilizer treatments and their interactions in seasons 2005/2006 and 2006/2007.

Treatments Weight of plant Commercial |Total yieldfpiotl Head diameter| Head length Number of Nos
A (g} Elantl\r_eighggj__ {kgy p  {em) cm ieaves accumulation
Nlevel | . |1 2 1 7" 17 2 M 2 2 1 2
(Kaffed.) o SeasonSeasonSeasonSeasoniSeason|Season SeasonSeasoniSeasonjSeason/SeasonSeason Season |Seagon
0 3513 0 3475 0 3234 38 11941 7 1929 | 8617 | B.542 1 9482 | 9325 1 2983 | 2008 125.2 1210
10 5663 | 758 | 5242 | 527.3 | 31.45 ; 3164 |10.1000] 10067 1 11.025 | 10.883 } 3483 | 3425 | 155.2 1525
60 827.5 E 8168 | 7748 | 767.0 | 4649 | 46.02 | 13.250 | 13.108 | 13.850 | 13.758 | 39.33 | 28.83 | 2273 | 2293
80 979.3 | 986.3 | 9301 | 9270 | 5581 | 5562 | 15767 | 15.742 | 16.458 | 16.375] 43.58 | 4292 | 3189 | 3243
120 | 1089.2 | 1095.0 | 10329 | 1029.2 | 61.98 | 61.75 | 17.008 | 17.025 [ 17.150 | 17.108 | 4483 | 4450 | 4093 | 4105
i LD at 0.05 105 7.9 47 1745 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.7 07 1.2 11
0 £728 | 5B4.8 | 5358 | 539.3 | 3215 [ 3236 | 11035 | 11.055 [ 11910 [ 11.785 | 3540 | 3480 | 2687 | 263.2
3 7925 | 7883 | 7433 | 7354 | 4460 | 4412 | 13175 | 13.070 | 13865 | 13.755 | 3890 | 3840 | 2442 | 2466
__[3+Biogen| 9230 | 2199 | 8722 | 8687 ! 52.33 | 5211 | 14635 | 14.565 | 15.005 { 14.930 | 41.15 | 4055 ; 2283 | 230.8
LSD at 0.05 57 4.4 4 29 0.2 02 0.1 03 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.7
0 0 1625 | 157.3 | 1455 | 141.0 ] 873 | 846 | 6350 | 6300 | 7450 [ 7.200 | 2650 | 2550 | 126.0 1220
3 3945 | 3788 | 3605 | 3523 | 2163 | 2114 | 9250 | 9.175 | 10.150 | 9.975 | 3050 | 20.75 | 1250 | 1210
3+Blogen] 4968 | 5065 | 4643 | 4723 | 27.86 | 28.28 | 10.250 | 10.150 | 10.850 | 10.800 | 3250 | 3200 | 1245 120.0
30 0 2935 | 3558 | 2630 | 3065 | 1578 | 18.03 | 8650 | 8825 | 9.500 | 9.375 | 3050 | 3000 | 1715 166.0
3 6155 | 567.3 | 5503 | 548.8 | 33.56 | 32.93 | 9.825 | 9.700 | 10.575 | 10.450 | 3550 | 35.00 | 153.0 | 151.0
3+Biogen| 790.0 | 7743 ; 7503 | 7325 | 4502 | 4395 | 11825 | 11675 | 13000 | 12825 | 3850 | 37.75 141.0 140.5
60 o 5498 § 537.0 | 5053 | 4963 | 3032 | 2578 | $425 | 9.400 | 10.000 | 9.900 | 3400 | 3350 { 2515 | 2495
3 8255 | Bi50 | 76RO | 7523 | 46.0B | 4514 | 13.325 | 12975 | 14.700 | 14600 | 39.50 | 3900 | 2240 | 230.0
3+Biogen| 1107.3 [ 10985 { 1051.3 | 1052.5 | 63.08 | 63.15 | 17.000 | 16.950 | 16850 { 16.775 | 4450 | 44.00 | 2085 | 2085
90 0 8030 | 7945 { 7453 | 7413 | 4472 | 4448 | 12850 { 13.800 { 15.500 ( 15.400 | 41.50 { 4075 | 3515 | 3483
3 10300 { 10560 ) 9875 | 9910 | 5925 | 5846 | 16450 | 16,450 | 16.750 [ 16675 | 44.00 | 4350 3145 321.0
3+Biogen| 1105.0 | 1108.5 | 1057.5 | 1048.8 | 63.45 | 63.93 1 17.000 ; 16.975 | 17.125 | 17.050 | 4525 | 4450 | 2938 | 3035
120 0 1055.G | 1079.3 | 1020.0 | 1017.5{ 61.20 | B1.05 | 16.900 | 16.550 | 17.100 | 17.050 | 4450 | 44.25 | 447.8 | 4400
3 10968 | 1094.3 | 10413 } 10325 | 62453 | 61.95 | 17.025 | 17.050 | 17.150 | 17.075 | 4500 | 4475 | 4045 | 410.0
3+Biogen| 1115.6 | 1111.5 [ 10376 | 1037 | 62.25 | 62.25 | 17.100 | 17,075 ] 17.200 1 17200 | 4500 [ 4450 | 3755 | 3615
LSD at 6.05 12.6 5.8 9.0 6.4 0.5 0.4 02 01 02 | 92 10 11 2.1 1.6
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Table (4): Vegetative and yield characters of leftuce plant cv. Balady as affected by different nitrogen levels and
organic fertilizer treatments and their interactions in seasons 2005/2006 and 2006/2007.

Treatmerts Weight of | Commercial [Total yield/plotiHead diameter] Head length T "Number of No, 1

plant (g) lant weight cm IR cm leaves | accumulation

| Nlevel 1~ Js ™ Jﬁ 2 1 2 2 1 ™ ™ kb F
{Kg/fed.} rganic 'seasonSeasonSeasonSeason easonSeasonSeasonSeasonSeasonSeason) Season Season,

U 2453 | 2353 ) 226.8 | 214.0 10.90 | 10.71 | 22.33 | . 34.33 | 32.50 1328 131.3

30 3608 | 3533 | 3348 | 3249 13.75 1 1385 ) 27.50 | 2717 | 3833 } 3717 163.3 162.0

&0 4393 | 4254 ) 4151 | 4015 1598 | 1575 | 32.08 | 31.00 | 42.83 | 4167 238.8 237.3

80 480.2 ¢ 4713 | 451.3 | 4427 1741 | 17.35 | 35.08 | 34.00 | 47.17 { 4567 | 3549 | 3518
120 4887 | 480.2 | 4578 | 4468 17.65 | 1747 | 3633 | 3592 | 50.50 | 49.50 | 4691 | 4606 |

LSD at 0.05 07 U o7 0.9 08 0.1 g 0.6 0S8 06 0.7 0.8 1.0

0 3469 ) 2376 | 3223 | 3135 1359 | 1346 | 2760 | 2645 | 3850 | 3730 286 8 28189

3 410.2 | 400.1 | 384.4 | 3723 1529 § 1611 | 3110 | 3075 | 4250 [ 4130 | 2699 | 2671

3+Biogen| 4515 | 4416 | 4248 | 4124 16.54 | 16.33 | 33.30 | 32.50 | 4690 | 4530 | 2586 | 256.9

LSI_J_g‘_t 0.05 0.6 0.5 0.4 05 | 001 0.01 0.1 01 | 05 05 0.5 0.5 09 0.8

Q ¢ 141.0 { 133.8 | 1260 | 120.0 | 7.56 720 | 860 850 | 18.00 | 17.00 { 28.50 | 27.50 134.0 132.0

3 2560 | 2380 | 2335 | 2200 | 1401 | 1320 | 1140 | 1113 | 23.00 | 21.75 | 3450 | 32.50 ( 1320 | 131.0
3+Biogen| 345.0 | 334.0 | 321.0 | 302.0 | 19.26 | 18.12 | 12.70 | 12.50 | 26.00 | 2550 | 40.00 [ 37.50 { 131.8 | 130.8
30 0 2615 | 256.0 | 2393 | 2288 | 14.36 | 13.73 | 11.45 | 11.30 | 22.50 | 21.50 | 32.50 | 31.00 | 1788 | 1620

3 3758 | 3690 | 3465 | 3380 | 2079 | 20.28 | 13.20 | 13.00 | 28.00 | 29.00 | 37.50 | 3650 | 161.0 | 159.0
3+Blogen| 4450 | 435.0 | 4185 | 408.0 | 2511 ) 2448 | 16.60 | 16.35 ) 32.00 | 31.00 | 4500 | 44.00 | 1500 | 1450
60 1] 3800 | 365.0 | 3558 | 3450 | 2141 | 2070 | 1340 | 1320 | 2850 } 26.50 | 37.50 ) 37.00 | 2523 | 2480

1 4500 | 435.0 | 425.0 | 407.5 | 2550 | 24.45 | 16.75 | 16.55 | 32.75 | 32.00 | 43.00 | 41.50 | 2400 | 2383
3+Biogen| 488.0 | 476.3 | 463.5 | 4520 | 27.81 | 2712 | 17.80 ) 17.50 | 35.00 | 34.50 | 4800 | 4650 | 2240 | 2268
0 0 465.0 | 455.0 | 4350 | 420.0 | 26.10 | 2574 | 16.93 | 16.90 | 3350 | 3200 | 44.50 | 43.00 ;| 3698 | 3640

3 4860 | 4776 | 4590 | 4480 | 2754 { 2688 | 1750 { 1745 | 3525 | 3500 | 4700 { 4600 | 3540 ! 3510
3+Blogen! 4895 | 4810 | 4800 | 4510 | 2760 | 2706 | 17.80 | 17.70 | 36.50 | 3500 | 5000 | 4800 | 3410 | 3408
120 0 4868 | 4783 | 4545 | 4445 | 2727 | 2667 | 1755 | 1740 | 3550 | 3525 ( 4950 | 4800 | 4990 | 4825

3 489.3 1 4808 | 4580 | 4468 1 2748 | 2681 | 1760 | 1740 | 3650 | 3600 | 5050 | 5000 | 482.3 | 458.0
3+Blogen!| 480.0 ( 481.5 | 461.0 | 449.0 | 27.66 ! 2694 | 17.80 | 17.60 | 37.00 | 3650 [ 51.50 | 5050 | 446.0 [ 4413
LSD at 0.05 1.4 11 [ 10 1.1 | 01 0.1 0.1 D1 | 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.5 19
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The highest values of head diameter were obtained from 120 N level and
compost in both Latoga and Balady cultivars. The interaction between the
chemical and organic fertilizer are presented in Tables 3 and 4. The results
indicated that added 60, 90 and 120 N with and bio-compost gave the highest
values for this trait in both lettuce cultivars and there were no significant
among these interactions. The present results are in agreement in general
with those obtained by Pew et al. 1984, Abdel-Razik and Barakat 1990,
Walworth et al. 1992 and Moussa et al., 1993. Also, there were many worker
presented the effect of use bio-fertilizer gave the good results with N
application such as Barakat and Gaber1998.

1.5. Head length:

The effect of two sources of nitrogen on grewn of lettuce plant under
the sandy soil was presented in Table (3) for cv, Latoga and Table (4) for
Balady cultivar. The results indicated that there were significant differences
among the five levels of nitrogen and also for organic fertilizer with or without
biogen in both studied seasons for the two lettuce cultivars. The tailest head
length for jettuce plant was obtained from the 120N and compost. Also, the
resuits indicated that there are significant differences among the interactions
between chemical and arganic fertilizer for head length character. Interaction
(90N and bio-compost) gave the highest value of head length in both lettuce
cultivars in both seasons. Similar finding were obtained by Richared et af
(1985), Sanchez ef al. (1989) and Custic et al. (1994).

1.6. Number of leaves/plant:

Data in Tables (3) and (4) showed that there were significant
differences among both five level of nitrcgen and three levels of organic for
the two lettuce cultivars in both studied seasons. The highest values of
number of leaves/plant were obtained from the both 120 N leve! and bio-
compost. The interaction (120N and bio-compost) gave the highest value and
was significantly higher than other interactions in both seasons for Balady
cultivar. While, latoga cultivar gave no significant among the 120N level and
the organic fertilizer with or without Biogen and aiso with (90N and compost
or bio-compost} and (60N and bio-compast) in both seasons. The results are
in harmony with those reported by Shafshank and Abo-Sedera, 1980; Awny
and Moursy, 1992; Moussa et al, 1993, Gawish, 1997, Cameria et a/., 2000
for increasing the vegetative with increasing N application. Also, the results
presented that the effect of organic with bio-fertiizer on decreasing the N
application and obtaining a high results positive when added with chemical
fertilizer. Many workers presented the effect of organic and biofertilizer an
growth plant such as Jagnow et al. (1991} who reported that inoculation of
bacteria as bio-fertilizer increased the surface area per unit root hair which
help to increase uptake nutrients led to increased in vegetative growth. Also,
Caretti et al. 1996 found inoculated plant with biofertilizer showed increases
in total root length compared with uninoculated plant.

2- Effect of mineral nitrogen, compost and bio-compost on nitrate
concentration in lettuce leaves.
2.1, Effect of mineral nitrogen on nitrate concentration of lettuce leaves.

Data presented in Tables (3 and 4) reveal that nitrate concentration in
lettuce leaves was significantly increased for Latoga and Balady cultivars with
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increasing mineral N rate fertilization in both as seasons compared to the
control. This increase was 23.9, 81.5, 155.5 and 226.9% in 2006 season.
While, the increase were 26.0, 89.5, 168.0 and 239.3% over the control due
to mineral N application at a rate of 30, 60, 90, and 120 kg Nffed. for latoga
cultivar leaves, respectively.

Fig (1} shows clearly the increase in nitrate concenfration in both
cultivar leaves as affected by mineral fertilization. A linear equation describes
a relationship in which the value of nitrate content in lettuce leaves depends
on the value of the minerai fertilization rates. Nitrate concentration decreased
each seasons with both compost and bio - compost application in both
lettuce cultivars with a significant mineral N X compost interaction .Nitrate
concentration was significantly grates in zero organic fertilizer than in
compost or bic-compost application .This held true under each mineral - N
rate .Nitrate 0.0046N? + 3.1122N +10773 in the 1% season for Latoga cuitivar
with an * of 09282, Likewise, in the second season the. regression
relationship was — 0.0058 N? + 3.3177 N + 102.64 with an r2 of 0.9245,
Similar values were obtained in Balady cultivar.

Data proved that there are a positive relationship between nitrate
concentration and N fertilization. Similar results were obtained by Hanfy
Ahmed {1997) in Jews mallow and radish plants, Porto et al (2008) and
Cometti et al. {2004) on lettuce plants.

Additionally, it is important that even the highest ieaf nitrate content
observed here is far below the limit prescribed by the European Union (3.500
to 4.500 mg Kg-1 of fresh matter) Van der Boon et al. (1990).

2. 2. Effect of compost and bio-compost on nitrate concentration of
lettuce leaves.

Data in Tables (3 and 4) illustrate that nitrate concentration in lettuce
leaves was significantly decreased with compost application. The decrease
percentage in both 2006 and 2007 due to compost and bio-compost
application compared to the control were 9.45, 15.35% in 2006 and 701,
12.97% in 2007, respectively. The decrease in nitrate concentration became
lower with bio-compost in both seasons. Many researchers reported about
reducing nitrate concentration in vegetable crops by organic fertilization.
Wiliams (2002) in leafy vegetables. Vogtmann - et al, 1993 in cabbage.
Hajslova ef al. 2005 and Malmauret et al. 2002 in potato and tomato.

Nitrate accumulation decreased with compost and bio compost
application (Fig. 2} each year, but the total amount of nitrate varied from year
to year in both lettuce cultivars.

It can be concluded that organic (compost) and bic-organic (compost+
biogen) fertilizer treatment lowered nitrate concentration significantly in
lettuce plants. This reduction could be explained under the basis of
replacement of simple organic molecules (sugar, free amino acid and total
soluble phenols} and solutes with nitrate in the cell vacuoles. These results
are in agreements with those reported by Hanfy Ahmed (1997} and Hanfy
Ahmed et al. (2000).

3- Effect of treatments on soil fertility.

Tables (5 and 6) show the effect of treatments on total N and available

P in the soil after harvesting lettuce plants.
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3.1. Total-N:

Total-N in the soil significantly increased with increasing minerat-N
fertilizer rate. Moreover, the most increase in soil N content was observed
with compost and bio-compost The highest N-content in the soil was
obtained with the high rate of N-fertilizer and bio-compost. Compost and bio-
compost as organic and bio fertilizer plays an important role in maintaining
soil fertility with releasing nutrients in the soil. Several investigators reported
about the positive effect of applying organic fertilizer on the soil. E! Efr,
{2004). Maftoun et al. (2004) Mohamed and Hussein (2005), Elsharawy et al.
(2003), and E! bordiny et al. (2003). They ascribed to the mineralization of N
from compost during its composition and might be the biological fixation of
atmospheric N and its refiection on soil fertility.

3.2. Phosphorous:

Available P in the soil followed the same trend as N content. Available-
P was significantly increased with increasing either N fertilizer rate or
compost either without or with biogen. The highest value of available P was
obtained with the application of 120 kg N /fed and bio-compost. The increase
percentages in P content over the control were 10.12 and 38.38 in 2006 and
25.58 and 19.08 % in 2007, respectively.

* Increasing P soil content due to the application of organic fertilizers
might be a result of its decomposition and producing organic acids, which
increases the nutrients availability in the soil. 1t might also, be due to the
additions of these nutrients after the composition of the organic fertilizers
{Mahmoud, 2000} and preventing fixation of P and probably other nutrients
(Ahmed and Osman, 2003}). This is in agreement with what have been
reported by several researchers (Ahmed, 1997, Ahmed, 2001 and Ahmed
and Ali, 2005).

Table (5): Main effect of mineral N, compost and bio-compost and their
interaction on total N content in the soil after harvesting in
2006/07 and 2007/08 seasons.

[ Organic and bio fertilizer
N rates 2006/07 ioomg
Bio- io-
Cont. | Comp. comp. Mean |Cont. {Comp. | . omp. Mean
0.027] 0037 10.047 1 0.035 [0.034 [ 0.043 { 0.055 [ 0.044
0.035] 0043 | 0.056 | 0.045 (0038 0.049 | 0.060 | 0.049

0.041] 0.061 | 0.068 | 0.057 |0.045| 0.06/ | D.069 | 0.060
0044 0.062 | 0.065 | 0.057 0041 0068 | O 0.059
0.041| 0.071 { 0.072 | 0.061 |0.043| 0.069 | 0.071 { 0.061

0.038§ 0.055 | 0.060 0.040 [ 0.059 | 0.085
0.003 0.003
0.003 0.003
0.006 0.006

in general, it could be concluded that applying compost and bio-
compost with mineral N fertilization led to decrease the level of mineral N-
fertilization and also decrease the No; accumulation in lettuce plant without
decrease in yield in sandy soil and that help us for exportation and also good
for human health.
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Table (6): Main effect of mineral N, compost and bio-compost and thelr
interaction on soil available P in the soll after harvesting in

2006/07 and 2007/08 seasons.

Organic and bio fertilizer

2006107 2007!035

Bio- jo-
Cont. | Comp. comp. Mean | Cont. | Comp. comp. Mean
8.13 8.61 8.97 8.57 810 [ 10.79 11140 [ 10.43
8.50 9.58 10.37 | 948 942 | 11.28112.09110.93
839 7] 1045 112871 10.04 | 910 | 11.81 [ 12.87 [ 11.26
BB4 | 1155 [1210 1 10.76 | 8.98 | 1244 | 13.78 | 11.73
1077 1216 [ 1266 | 11.86 | 9.89 | 13.35 [ 14.01 | 12.42

888 | 1047 | 11.07 930 | 1194 [ 12.83
LSD 0.05for N 0.4 0.2
LSO 0.05 O.M 0.3 0.3
LSD0.05NX
O.M - 0.7 0.6
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