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ABSTRACT
This study was carried out on 850 fattening rabbits 2-5 weeks post weaning at one of the

largest rabbit projects at Sharkia Governorate (13000 doe, 8 fattening rabbitries). The
bacteriological examination of liver, lung and heart specimens from rabbits revealed that the
incidence of E. coli, S. aureus, P. multocida, S. pyagenes, K. pneumoniae and S. typhimurium
were 29.8%, 8.5%, 5.3%, 3.8% 1.5% and 0.25% respectively. Antibiogram results showed that
all the isolates were susceptible to enrofloxacin, trimethoprim-sulphamethoxazole and
gentamicin, meanwhile all isolates were resistant to neomycin and chloramphenicol. Field
treatment trials with enrofloxacin, trimethoprim-sulphamethoxazole and gentamicin gave good
recovery.

INTRODUCTION

Bacterial diseases affecting rabbits cause
severe economic losses allover the world (1).
Intensive breeding was accompanied by
serious losses due to high mortalities caused
by various bacterial infections (2, 3).
Escherichia coli causing diarrhea among
rabbits in European countries and Brazil (4).
EPEC is frequent in rabbit-fattening units of
Western Europe. It causes high mortality and
growth retardation leading to substantial
economic losses (5): Colibacillosis of rabbits
is caused by enteropathogenic strain of E.coli
and classified as colibacillosis of newborn and
nursing rabbits and colibacillosis of weaned'
rabbits (6). Staphylococcus is a common
infection of rabbits caused by Staph. aureus,
characterized by suppurative inflammation of
any organ (2). Sreptococcosis causes an acute
septicemic syndrome in young tabbits.
Pasteurellosis is one of the most important
bacterial diseases affecting rabbits allover the
world causing severe economic losses.
Affected rabbits may have signs of rhinitis
(snuffles), pneumonia, otitis media or interna,
abscesses and genitourinary tract infection (7­
9). Salmonellosis is uncommon disease of
rabbits but it can produce epizootics of high
morbidity and mortaiity.Itis primary a
septicemic disease with a brief clinical course,
but diarrhea and abortion may-be observed in
some rabbits (10, 9).

A few efforts had been attempted in
Egypt to investigate the prevalent diseases in
rabbits (11). The goal of the present work was
to fulfil the clinical and laboratory diagnosis of
bacterial diseases causing high mortality in
fattening rabbits, 2-5 weeks post weaning,
with trial of field treatment.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

(I) Rabbits and clinical history

The present study was carried out at one
of the most largest rabbit projects at Sharkia
Governorate (13000 doe, 8 fattening
rabbitries). High mortalities began with the
end of the second week and continued till the
beginning of the fifth weeks post weaning then
diminished. This phenomenon was recorded in
more than 100 periods in different fattening
rabbitries. The clinical signs and post-mortem
lesions were recorded.

(II) Samples

Under complete aseptic precaution, liver,
lung and heart blood samples were taken from
400 (110 diseased and 290 freshly dead)
fattening rabbits, 2-5 weeks post weaning.

(III) Isolation and identification

The samples were inoculated into brain
heart infusion broth and incubated at 37'C for
24 hours. Sub culturing was carried out onto
nutrient agar, blood agar, MacConkey's agar
and mannitol salt agar media which were














