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ABSTRACT

This is a field survey to study the prevalence of some bacterial pathogens among free living
white Ibis revealed a recovery of 82 isolates from 193 different internal organs derived from 55
apparently healthy Ibis. E. coli and Salmonella species were isolated from these birds with
percentage of 43.6 and 14.5 respectively. They revealed 100% mortalities in day old chicks.

Bacterial pathogens were isolated Shigella spp. (34.5%), Enterobacter spp. (21.8%),
Citrobacter spp. (18.1 %), Klebsiella spp. (16.3%), Staphylococcus aureus (10.9%) and Proteus
spp. (7.2%). Experimental infection of day old chicks by Klebsiella or Proteus Spp. through
subcutaneous route revealed 40% mortalities for both. Other bacterial isolates reflected no
clinical disease. The antibiogram proved that, all isolates were highly sensitive to Ciprofloxacin.
Enrofloxacin, Trimethoprim and the Penicillin was more sensitive for Staphylococcus aureus.

Histopathological results showed a picture of hepatitis. Gall bladder had cholangitis,
cholicystitis which may be due to trematode infestation. Kidneys showed also multible parasitic
cysts of trematods Non suppurative interstitial nephritis was also observed.

Gastrointestinal tract examination revealed the detection of one nematode spp. beside the
detection of 3 trematodes spp. Other trematode were detected in enlarged gall bIdder and kidney
lesions.

This study reflect the role of white Ibis which living near the poultry population have the
potential to transmit some pathogens to poultry.

INTRODUCTION

The spread of some bacterial pathogens.
and its persistence in the environment may be
enhanced by wild birds which, in view of their
considerable mobil ity and the high carrier rate
of them, have been identified one possible
reservoir or source of bacterial infections to
domestic poultry (1 & 2).

White Ibis was increased significantly
since 1983. They frequently observed in close
contact with people (3). This has led to
concern that Ibis may transmit pathogens that
threaten poultry industry and public health.
The prevalence of different bacterial isolates in
white Ibis was documented by isolation of
Pseudomonas, E. coli, Salmonella, Proteus
and Pasteurella haemolytica (4). Also the
same pathogens were isolated in addition to
Streptococcus faecalis, Arizona hydrophila
and StaphYlococcus aureus by (5). E.coli was

isolated from different internal organs in six
septicemic cases of young Crested Ibis (6). E.
coli and Salmonella spp. were isolated from
free living passerines (7). Salmonella spp. has
also been reported in free living wild birds (1,
2,8-11).

Salmonella spp. was commonly found in
the intestine of wild birds. They appear to be
relatively resistant to disease but may serve as
effective carriers of salmonella as well as
harbor it in fecal dropping and thus are a
source of infection for other domestic poultry
(12).

The upper respiratory tract of healthy birds
can harbor Klebsiella microorganism which
act as opportunistic pathogens and may cause
localized or systemic infection in poultry and
other birds (13).
























