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ABSTRACT
The study was conducted over a 150 days period in twelve earthen

ponds to evaluate the ability of benzole2S® (anthelmentic drug) to control
gyrodactylosis in Orecx:hromis niloticus. The experimental ponds were
stocked with 20000 fingerlings I faddan of 20 to 30 g body weight. Fish
were fed a balanced diet of 28.50-28.80 % protein at a rate of 3% of the
fish biomass as following 1- Basal diet (centrol group without benzole25@).
2- Diet 2 (10 ml benzole25@/kg ration). 3- Diet 3 (20 ml benzole25@/kg
ration) 4- Diet 4 (30 ml benzole25@/kg ration). Fish were fed the
previously mentioned ration for ten. successive days then all groups
received non~treated rations as that of the control group. Results indicated
that treated groups revealed significant improvement in growth parameters
and control of Gyrodactylosis (body weight gain, feed conversion ratio,
protein effidency ratio, and decreased infestation intensity). Doses of 20
ml/kg and 30 ml/kg showed satisfactory results censidering; growth
performance, feed utilization, general health conditions and economic
evaluation. This study suggested that benzole25@ levels of 20ml/kg and
30ml/kg can be used in the treatment of Nile tilapia.

INTRODUCTION

With the development of aquaaJlture in the last three decades and further with

the increasing number.of private and public display aquaria, concentration of hosts

and parasites in confined quarters results in enhanced opportunity for infestations

and epizootics, (Schmahl, 1998 and Lavilla, 2001). Tilapia aJlture is becoming an

important part of the local fish aJlture industry in Egypt, (Gafrd, 2007 and

Abdelhamid, 2009). But as it continues to intensify, outbreaks of tilapia diseases

have been observed to cause considerable financial and economical losses to tilapia

growers (Abdelhamid, 2009).
































