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Evaluating the Agricultural Expert Systems as a Method of
Professional Continuing Education for the Agricultural
Extension Agents in Alexandria Governorate
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*Agric. Extension and Rural Development Research Institute

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the agricultural Expert systems (AES} as a method of
professional continuing education for the agricultural extension agents in Alexandria Governorate. The
specific objectives included: 1- evaluating selected AES in Tight of the principles of designing learning
experiences, 2- exploring possibilities for enhancing the use of AES in practical settings, and 3- identifying
Faculty of Agriculture students' perceptions of the (AES) role in upgrading extension agents’ professional
competencies. The paper reported on the responses of 56 persons representing four respondent groups;
namely, the agricultural extension agents, the subject matter specialists, farmers' local leaders, and Faculty of
Agriculture students in Alexandria Governorate. Upon training each respondent group on the ALS, the
interview schedule and focus group discussion were mainly administered for the purpose of data collection.

The study revealed that the examined AES offered relevant practical experiences to all participating
groups. However, the respondents indicated a degree of uncertainly that the content was comprehensive to
them, and referred to the importance of considering the issue of pesticides management in more details. The
study also concluded the need for developing links between the AES and related data base, particularity in the
areas of agricultural marketing and water resources managemeni. Regarding the possibilities of enhancing the
use of AES in practical settings, the study ascertained the importance of using such educational method for
technology transfer as well as for problem solving. Emphasis was also placed on making the educational
devices, such as compatible hardware and trained personnel, available in the agricultural centers. Faculty of
Agriculture students perceived the importance of the AES as an educational method for the extension agents,
in terms of upgrading their knowledge and skills in relation to their profession, as well as in terms of their
personal and professional growth.
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